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Special Election Issue

Election of members of WIOMSA Board of Trustees
2017 is an election year for WIOMSA’s Board of Trustees and the time for members of WIOMSA to exercise
their democratic right and vote for their Board members has come. Only members in good standing, that is
paid members and students (who have confirmed their studentship with the WIOMSA Secretariat) will receive
ballot papers and vote. The candidates listed below have been nominated by WIOMSA members and have
agreed to stand for election. A number of nominees do not appear on this list, either because they declined
to stand or have not responded to the communication requesting them to confirm their acceptance of the
nomination.

Categories and Nominees
Host country (One seat)
1. Yunus D. Mgaya (Tanzania)

Mainland States (Two seats)
1. Louis Celliers (South Africa)
2. António M. Hoguane (Mozambique)
3. Jacqueline Uku (Kenya)

Island States (Two Seats)
1. Ranjeet Bhagooli (Mauritius)

Outside the Region (One seat)
1. José Paula (Portugal)

2. Dominique Ponton (Reunion)
3. Nirmal Shah (Seychelles)

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! YOUR VOTE DOES REALLY COUNT!
Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association • Web: www.wiomsa.org • E-mail: secretary@wiomsa.org • Tel: +255 24 2233472
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VOTING PROCEDURE
Only paid members and students (who have
confirmed their studentship on email with the
Secretariat by submitting details of University,
Degree Program, Name of Supervisor and
Student Registration. This information should
be sent in by the 30 June 2017) are eligible
to vote in this election. These members will
receive ballot papers either directly from the
Secretariat, or from their country coordinators.
Members must select 6 names from the list of
candidates. The names should consist of votes
from each category as follows: Host Country
(1 name), Mainland Countries (2 names),
Island States (2 names), Outside the region
(1 name). Ballot papers, listing the candidates
for each category will be distributed by post
to WIOMSA members. Original ballot papers
should be returned duly completed directly
to the Secretariat or through the country
coordinators by 30 September 2017. Only
votes received during this time will be counted
as cast. The New Board will be announced
during the Sixth WIOMSA General Assembly
which will take place in Dar es Salaam in
November 2017.
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Election Calendar
1 February 2017:

- Call for nominations
- COMPLETED

31 March 2017 :

- Nominations close
- COMPLETED

1 – 15 April 2017:

- Nominees notified
- COMPLETED

30 April 2017 :

- Bios and Photos submitted
to the WIOMSA
Secretariat
- COMPLETED

30 June 2017:

- Student members
confirming their
studentship

1 July 2017:

- Voting starts

30 Sept. 2017:

- Voting closes

3 November 2017: - New Board announced
during the 6th General
Assembly

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! YOUR VOTE DOES REALLY COUNT!
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Nominee Profiles
Host Country (1 Seat)
Prof. Yunus Daud Mgaya (Tanzania)
Prof Mgaya is a Professor of Marine Biology at
the University of Dar es Salaam. He obtained his
Bachelor of Science degree in Zoology and Marine
Biology from the University of Dar es Salaam
in 1986. In 1989, he obtained a Masters degree
in Fisheries Biology and Management from the
University of British Columbia in Canada. In 1991,
he joined the National University of Ireland-Galway
and obtained his PhD in Marine Aquaculture in 1995.
He has received several academic awards including
one from the Commonwealth and Irish Government.
He is widely published in his area of specialization.
His publications include 71 journal papers and 28
papers in edited conference proceedings. He has also
contributed to 3 multi-authored books and 14 book
chapters. Prof. Mgaya has also supervised 17 MSc and
18 PhD candidates who graduated during the period
1999-2016. He is a member of various professional
bodies including the Asian Fisheries Society and
Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association.
Professor Mgaya is an experienced administrator
having held various administration positions at the
University of Dar es Salaam, including Dean of the Faculty of Aquatic Sciences and Technology (20022006) and Deputy Vice Chancellor (Planning, Finance and Administration) (2006-2014). He served as the
Executive Secretary of the Tanzania Commission for Universities from December 2014 to May 2016 and
currently serves as the Director General of the National Institute for Medical Research.
Prof. Mgaya brings a wealth of experience in governance having served as Chairman of the following
organisations: Board of Trustees of the Marine Parks and Reserves Unit (2004-2008); Board of Directors
of the Tanzania Fisheries Research Institute (2009-2016); Ministerial Advisory Board of the Drilling and
Dam Construction Agency (2014-to date), and; Board of Directors of Sea Sense (a marine conservation
NGO) (2008-to date). It is worth noting that Prof. Mgaya has served WIOMSA as a Country Coordinator
(1997-2006). He was recently appointed by the Vice President’s Office to serve as the Champion of the
Northern Mozambique Channel Initiative (2016-to date) and founding member and Vice Chairman of the
National Environment Trust Fund (2017-to date). Internationally, he serves as a member of the Board of
Trustees of the International Foundation for Science (IFS) based in Stockholm, Sweden (2010-to date)
and is a member of its Executive Committee.

“ My vision of WIOMSA: I would like to see WIOMSA growing stronger and
becoming a self-sustaining organization with adequate financial resources for
supporting various activities within its mandate”.
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Mainland States Category (Two seats)
Jacqueline Uku (Kenya)
In February 2014, I embarked on an exciting journey at the helm of
WIOMSA as a Board member and its President and I feel greatly
honoured to have been nominated to the board once again.
During my time as President, WIOMSA, has received great
recognition through accreditation by UNEP as a leading
environmental body in the region in the science to policy dialogue.
Scientists that are part of the WIOMSA family continue to
contribute to this dialogue through the translation of their research
into policy actions that are taken up by their governments.
We have continued to seek for the diversification of our resource
base as a Board and continue to fund raise to sustain the
activities of the Association through different partnerships; the
most significant being support for a new MASMA programme
through Sida.
My focus in the new board will be to continue the good work that has been ongoing in the area of communicating
the excellent science that we do as members of WIOMSA with the national populations of our countries. It is my
desire to see the development of strategic communication products that reach out to the youthful population of
our region in order to inspire not only the next generation of scientists but also to bring an understanding of our
science to the governments and nationals of our great region.

Louis Celliers (South Africa)

Learning about the people and exploring the environment of the Western
Indian Ocean has been an incredible journey over the last two decades of
my career. I have come to appreciate the beauty, diversity and richness
of its provision. This is what drives me to continue to understand more
and better, so that I can add my own contribution to the wellbeing of its
people and work towards the sustainable use of its coastal and marine
resources. I am is currently employed by the CSIR as a Principal
Researcher and in the Coastal Systems group of the Natural Resources
and the Environment unit of the CSIR, South Africa. I am professionally
interested in the interface between science, policy and decision-making
in context of coastal and ocean governance. I have a particular interest
in local coastal adaptation, coastal and marine spatial planning, and the
institutions and organisational structures that support the sustainable
use of coastal and marine resources. I also love playing around with
Geographic Information Systems, promote data governance and
management, and am keen to explore how science can be brought to
people for evidenced-based decision-making. I have been a member of
WIOMSA for more than 15 years from when I was still a student. WIOMSA is and will always be an important
part of my development as a coastal and marine scientist. It is tremendously satisfying to see how this institution
is adding value to the development of a multitude of regional scientists, both emerging and established. WIOMSA
provides the region with a platform to develop scientific capacity, extend the coastal and marine science knowledgebase. I have been privileged to serve a term on the WIOMSA Board of Trustees. WIOMSA itself is growing and
maturing and I am willing to continue serving the Association in whatever capacity is needed.
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António Mubango Hoguane
(Mozambique)

Born in Gaza, Mozambique on 30th September
1959; Antònio Hoguane is a full Professor
of Physical Oceanography at the Eduardo
Mondlane University. He holds a PhD in
Physical Oceanography (1997) and a BSc Joint
Honours degree in Physical Oceanographer
and Mathematics (1990) from the University of
Wales, Bangor, UK. Prof. Hoguane has served as
a Post-Doctoral research fellow at the Institute of
Geophysics, University of Bergen (2002-2007).
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He is a founder and former Director of the School of
Marine and Coastal Sciences of the Eduardo Mondlane
University (2005-2017), the UNESCO Chair of Marine
Sciences and Oceanography, a founder member of the
Western Indian Ocean Association of Marine Sciences
(WIOMSA), and has served as a member of the editorial
board of the WIO Journal of Marine Science (WIOJMS).
He is a founder member of the Academy of Sciences of
Mozambique, a member of the Scientific Council in the
Ministry of Science and Technology and was Chair of the
Regional Committee of the IOC for the Western Indian
Ocean Region (IOCWIO). His research interests include:
Hydrodynamics, applied oceanography to ecosystem and
fisheries sustainability, turbulence, mixing and primary
production, and renewable energy from the sea. He
participated in and has coordinated several research and
development projects. He is active in student mentoring
and counselling and serves as an external examiner of
MSc and PhD candidates. He has participated in many
regional research projects and published articles in peerreviewed scientific journals, conference proceedings
and book chapters. He has reviewed articles submitted
to the following journals: Deep Sea Research, Integrated
Coastal Zone Management, Journal of Climate Dynamics,
Journal of Geophysical Research-Oceans and Western
Indian Ocean Journal of Marine Sciences.

Island States (Two Seats)
Ranjeet Bhagooli (Mauritius)
Prof Bhagooli holds a BSc (Hons) Biology (1997) and
a Master of Philosophy in Marine Biology (2000) from
the University of Mauritius, Republic of Mauritius. He
completed his MSc in Chemistry, Biology and Marine
Science (2001), and PhD in Marine and Environmental
Sciences (2004) at the University of the Ryukyus,
Okinawa, Japan. He pursued his research work on coral
/ zooxanthellae responses to climate change as a postdoctoral research fellow and research associate at the
University of Technology, Sydney & University of
Tasmania, Hobart, Australia (2005-2006), and University
of Miami, Florida, USA (2006-2007), respectively.
During his stay at the University of Tasmania, he also
participated in an expedition to Antarctica to study effects
of climate change on photo-physiology and primary
productivity of sea ice algae. He joined the University of
Mauritius in 2007 and is currently an Associate Professor
with a research focus on marine ecosystems especially
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coral reefs. He has, both singly and jointly with
international researchers, published over 50 peerreviewed scientific articles. He holds an MBA in
Project Management (2013) from the University
of Technology, Mauritius. Ranjeet has assumed
the role of Head of Department and has served
as Acting Dean of Faculty on several occasions
at the University of Mauritius. He also strongly
believes in working together with other relevant
organizations including NGOs and CBOs to foster
an ecologically sound and enabling environment
for development of the blue economy.
Ranjeet has been a member of WIOMSA since
1998 and has been contributing to WIOMSA
efforts. He has also been involved in regional
efforts through other projects/programmes, namely
ReCoMAP and ASCLME, and organization of
collaborative studies on marine organisms and
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workshops for information dissemination and
raising awareness among relevant stakeholders.
He is currently an editorial board member of the
WIOMSA journal –Western Indian Ocean Journal
of Marine Science. Ranjeet would like to further
extend his contribution to the region by getting
involved, if elected, as a member of the WIOMSA
Board of Trustees. In addition, to further support
WIOMSA in all its endeavours and encourage
more marine scientists and concerned stakeholders
to become members of WIOMSA, Ranjeet aspires
to strengthen the regional links through setting
up and/or further supporting regional marine
laboratories and research that will facilitate
exchange of research staff and students in an effort
to enhance learning and research outputs linked to
addressing locally, regionally and internationally
pertinent marine issues for a sustainable future for
the WIO region and globally.

Dominique Ponton (Reunion)
Dominique is a senior Research Officer at IRD (French National
Research Institute for Sustainable Development), presently based
in La Réunion. He has been studying fish larvae and juvenile
ecology for more than 30 years. He began with freshwater species
during his doctorate (1983–1986) and his first post-doc at the Swiss
Federal Institute of Aquatic Science and Technology. He turned to
the ecology of marine fish larvae in Hudson Bay, northern Canada,
during his second postdoc at Laval University, Québec. Hired by
ORSTOM (now IRD) in 1992, he studied the early life stages
of neotropical fish species in French Guiana rivers and coastal
swamps for six years. From 2001 on, he started studying the postlarval and juvenile stages of tropical coastal marine fish species in
western Pacific (New Caledonia, from 2001 to 2010) and in SW
Indian Ocean since 2012.
In SWIO, Dominique is working with students and collaborators
from universities, research institutes, and private companies, in La
Réunion, Mayotte, and Madagascar. As he thinks good scientific
studies have to be based on specimens precisely identified at the
species level, he’s presently cooperating with different partners for developing electronic identification tools
based on HD pictures of individuals identified using DNA barcoding.
Dominique is the author or co-author more than 60 articles in peer-reviewed scientific publications. He is
presently tutoring a PhD student studying the downstream and upstream migrations of amphidromous gobies
in La Réunion rivers. He is co-tutoring a Malagasy PhD student studying post-larval and juvenile stages of fish
in Toliara Bay, SW Madagascar. Involved in collaborative projects with colleagues from different countries
from the beginning of his career on, Dominique is presently scientific correspondent of a young team of
IH.SM scientists, Toliara, funded by IRD for three years.
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Aware of the funding problems encountered by
WIOMSA, Dominique thinks the rapidly increasing
number of WIOMSA members remain a great
opportunity for addressing the numerous challenges
faced by coastal and marine environments in the
WIO region. He thinks one of the key points is
to help scientists, managers, decision makers
and private companies to work more efficiently
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together. He believes WIOMSA can be instrumental
for stimulating the development of collaborative
platforms for sharing information such as countries’
species lists of organisms, developing online capacity
building courses, and initiating the creation of up-todate numeric tools that will help scientists, managers
and coastal populations to better work together.

Nirmal Shah (Seychelles)
A Seychellois biologist and manager with 35 years work
experience in the parastatal, government, private and NGO
sectors as well as in international organizations, Dr Shah is
well known to WIOMSA members. He is a founding Board
Member and past President of the association. He served
for 6 years as the first Chair of the MASMA program and
has been instrumental in the success of many WIOMSA
projects and programs over the years. He also worked with
Sida and the World Bank in promoting ICZM and marine
sciences across the WIO region for many years.
He is the Chief Executive of Nature Seychelles which is
the BirdLife International Partner in Seychelles and an
IUCN and WIOMSA Member. He is Seychelles’ Special
Envoy for Environment and Climate Change, the Chair of
the Seychelles Fishing Authority, the Chair of the National Environment Advisory Council of Seychelles, a
Council Member of the University of Seychelles and a Trustee of the Seychelles Conservation and Climate
Adaptation Trust (SEYCCAT).
He has won awards for his pioneering work in restoring the ecosystems of entire islands and saving critically
endangered species from extinction as well as in awareness and education. He manages the award-winning
MPA Cousin Island Special Reserve where the longest running ecotourism program in Seychelles is funding
long term research and conservation. He leads the large-scale coral reef restoration project, Reef Rescuers.
Dr. Shah is the author of hundreds of articles, technical reports and papers. He has appeared in major media
programs on CNN, BBC, PBS, Radio Television France, SABC, CCTV etc., appearing live on the celebrated
The Today Show and been quoted in newspapers such as the Guardian, Observer and Financial Times.
His vision for WIOMSA is that the association takes its rightful place as an international leader in setting the
agenda for and mobilizing marine science and management. Dr. Shah says “One of the strengths of WIOMSA
that no other organization in our region has is the membership, both individual and institutional. Properly
mobilized and empowered this huge expert and advocacy base can be used to implement all kinds of projects
in the region and even beyond as well as make WIOMSA visible all over the world – “I am WIOMSA”
should be the rallying cry at international meetings so that WIOMSA can be in many places at the same time.
Far more focus on institutional members can be envisaged especially for developing large multi-stakeholder
donor funded projects, for regional integration of work, for pooling of resources and for joint advocacy and
policy development.”
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Outside the Region (one seat)
José Paula (Portugal)

Prof Paula is Associate Professor at the University of
Lisbon (UL). He teaches Marine Ecology and Marine
Biodiversity, and coordinates PhD programs in Marine
Sciences. Invited Professor at UEM (Mozambique)
for post-graduate courses and author of over 100
scientific papers in refereed international journals and
editor of books such as The Maputo Bay Ecosystem
and the Regional state of the Coast Report – WIO.
Prof Paula is experienced in coordinating research
projects both in Europe and Western Indian Ocean,
and is currently Chief Editor of the Western Indian
Ocean Journal of Marine Science.
Personal statement: “My engagement with WIOMSA is
a full commitment to its vision, and a strong dedication
to the strategic objectives of the Association in support
of the scientific community of the WIO region. In these
times of change for WIOMSA we need to make marine
sciences stronger in the region, by strengthening
capacities and promoting collaboration, targeting
achievement of societal development, better marine
management and research opportunities.’’

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! YOUR VOTE DOES REALLY COUNT!

The Executive Secretary
Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA)
Mizingani Street,
House No. 13644/10
P. O. Box 3298, Zanzibar,
United Republic of Tanzania
Phone: +255 24 2233472; Fax: +255 24 2233852
E-mail: secretary@wiomsa.org; Web: www.wiomsa.org

