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WIOMSA Newsbrief: 20 years old and counting!

Celebrating 20 years in publication, is also an opportune time to express our 
appreciation to all those who have contributed to the Newsbrief attaining this 
milestone age. We are grateful to Sarah Humphrey, who founded the WIOMSA 
Newsbrief during her internship at WIOMSA in 1996. Over the years, the 
Newsbrief has been edited by several people- staff members both past and present- 
including Salim Mohammed; Margareth Kyewalyanga; Matern Mtolera; Saleh 
Yahya; Ruth Kiambo; Anna Blomberg; Anna-Karin Johansson; Melckzedeck 
Osore, Lilian Omolo, Tim Andrew, Innocent Wanyonyi and Julius Francis whose 
outstanding commitment to this publication has ensured that the Newsbrief 
continues to be an important part of the WIOMSA legacy!

This year marks the 20th year since the rollout of 
the first issue of the WIOMSA Newsbrief in 1996. 
In these two decades, the WIOMSA Newsbrief 
has remained committed to ensuring that it 
is one of the main communication channels 
between the Association and its membership 
as well as its partners. The Newsbrief has 
focused on presenting news and activities 
of the Association and those of its members 
and partners. These have included reports on 
research activities, coverage of events (courses, 
workshops, symposia, WIOMSA elections and 
WIOMSA General Assembly) and forthcoming 
opportunities. The Newsbrief is regarded as a 
one-stop source for news, research development, 
information and announcements.

The Newsbrief has of course undergone an 
enormous development in terms of presentation, 
in its breadth, the quality of content, and as well 
as reach, in these 20 years. These developments 
in themselves are reflective of the Association’s 
evolution over the years. Initially, only a print 
version of the Newsbrief was produced and 
distributed to members but from 2003, the 
Newsbrief has been published in an electronic 
format. The layout of the publication has 
changed based mainly on the feedback received 
from its readership.

Based on an independent assessment of the effectiveness of WIOMSA’s means/
tools of communication, some of the highlights regarding the Newsbrief are:
• There is a high level of appreciation for the Newsbrief with a majority 

of readers indicating that all sections are very useful. WIOMSA 
announcements were rated very useful by the highest number of 
respondents; members news by the fewest.

• A majority of readers found the balance of coverage about right.  Notably 
over 20% or respondents suggested they would like greater coverage of 
research results from WIOMSA funded projects, members research results, 
regional projects news, and reports of regional conferences and meetings.

• Open ended comments on the Newsbrief coverage were very positive, with 
the Newsbrief clearly appreciated as a rapid and readily accessible conduit 
for information about the region.  Several respondents suggested that it would 
be useful to have expanded coverage ‘from the field addressing members’ 
engagement with management and policy issues and with stakeholders.

• The quarterly production was considered ‘about right’ by a strong 
majority of respondents.

http://www.wiomsa.org
mailto:secretary%40wiomsa.org?subject=
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The Thirty-Fourth Meeting of the 
WIOMSA Board of Trustees was held 
in Reunion from 26-27 February 2016.
This was the first time that the Board 
has met in Reunion, hosted by the IRD-
Reunion. During the meeting, the Board 
deliberated on a number of issues 
including: strengthening of the WIO 
Journal of Marine Science (WIOJMS); 
the development of a monitoring and 
evaluation program; and the performance 
of the WIOMSA Trust (WIT). 

The Board made two major decisions 
in relation to strengthening of the 
WIO Journal of Marine Science: the 
appointment of a new Acting Editor 
in Chief and the online production of 
WIOJMS.

José Paula appointed Acting Chief 
Editor of WIOJMS
The WIOMSA Board of Trustees appointed Prof. José 
Paula of the University of Lisbon as the Acting Chief Editor 
of the Western Indian Ocean Journal of Marine Science 
(WIOJMS). He takes over from Prof Michael Schleyer 
who has been the Chief Editor since 2010. José has 
authored over 100 scientific papers in referred international 
journals and recently edited two important publications, the 
Regional State of the Coast Report for the Western Indian 
Ocean Region and the Maputo Bay Ecosystem book. 
Over the years, he has coordinated a number of research 
projects in the WIO region and he is a visiting Professor 
at the University of Eduardo Mondlane, Mozambique. He 
has supervised a number of students from Tanzania, Kenya, 
Mozambique and South Africa.

José brings with him quite extensive experience in 
his areas of expertise: coastal and marine ecology and 
biodiversity, marine conservation, with a strong interest in 
the tropical and subtropical environments of WIO region. 
He also brings to the position a wealth of knowledge in 
publication in peer-reviewed journals.

The WIOMSA Board meets in Reunion

WIO Journal of Marine Science goes online
WIO Journal of Marine Science joins other journals that 
are published in digital format only. Since its establishment 
in 2002, WIOJMS has been published in a printed format. 
With this important step, all the process related with the 
Journal from submission, to reviewing to publication will 
be done online.
There are several advantages in the electronic publication 
of the Journal including cost reduction (there would be 
no need for printing and distribution) and reduction of 
publication time after manuscripts have been accepted. 
When the Journal was established in 2002, it was 
agreed that each issue of the Journal should consist 
of 10 papers. However, there are few issues that have 
published with between 7 and 9 papers because of a 
lack of adequate papers in the selected theme. There 
are also instances when the printing of the Journal has 
been delayed due to inadequate numbers of accepted 
manuscripts. With online publication such delays 
would be removed as papers would be published as 
they are accepted.

The Board meeting in session.

WIOMSA is now accredited by UNEP

WIOMSA has received accreditation from UNEP after going 
through a rigorous review process. Accreditation brings 
many advantages with respect to participation in the work 
of UNEP’s Governing Bodies, such as the United Nations 
Environment Assembly (UNEA) of UNEP and its subsidiary 
bodies. The purpose of the accreditation is to provide non-
governmental organizations with observer status to the 
UNEA and its subsidiary bodies according to Rule 70 of 
the rules of procedure of the United Nations Environment 

Assembly (UNEA) of the United Nations Environment 
Programme. Accreditation is the main entry point for Major 
Groups and Stakeholders into policy dialogue at UNEP. 

In the process leading up to sessions of the United Nations 
Environmental Assembly of UNEP, WIOMSA, as an 
accredited organization has the opportunity to: 

i) Participate in the Regional Consultation Meeting to 
be held, usually in October/November every year;
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ii) Participate in the elaboration of Regional Civil 
Society Statements that will form the basis for 
drafting a Global Civil Society Statement containing 
recommendations to UNEP, Governments, etc. to 
be circulated during the UNEA. 

iii) Receive unedited working documents of the United 
Nations Environment Assembly of UNEP at the 
same time as the Committee of the Permanent 
Representatives (CPR); 

iv) Submit to the UNEP Secretariat written 
contributions to these unedited working documents 
for distribution to the Governments through the 
Committee of the Permanent Representatives 
(CPR); and 

v) Participate in the Global Major Groups and Stakeholders 
Forum, an associated meeting of the UNEA. 

During UNEA sessions, accredited organizations have the 
opportunity to: 

i) attend the plenary sessions of the Committee of 
the Whole and the Ministerial Consultations as 
observers and to exchange views and interact with 
Governments present; 

ii) circulate written statements to Governments, in the 
form of information documents through the UNEP 
secretariat; 

iii) make oral statements during the discussions of the 
United Nations Environmental Assembly of UNEP 
at the invitation of the chairperson.

Madagascar hosts Sustainable Ocean Initiative Capacity-building 
Workshop for East Africa

The Convention of Biological Diversity (CBD) Secretariat, 
in collaboration with the Government of Madagascar, 
Nairobi Convention Secretariat, and the Western Indian 
Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA) and as well 
as various other relevant United Nations/international 
and regional organizations and initiatives, organized a 
regional capacity building workshop for East Africa in 
Nosy-Be, Madagascar from 18 to 22 January 2016. 

The workshop was organized pursuant to paragraphs 19 
and 22 of decision XII/22 of the 11th CBD Conference 
of Parties in which the Contracting Parties requested the 
Executive Secretary of the CBD to convene a Sustainable 
Ocean Initiative (SOI0 Capacity-building Workshop for 
East Africa. Further, the workshop was organized as part 
of the implementation of the Decision CP8/13 (3) of the 
Eighth Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Nairobi 
Convention that was held in the Seychelles in June 2015. 
That decision calls on the Contracting Parties and the 

Nairobi Convention Secretariat to 
collaborate with the Secretariat of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, 
Western Indian Ocean Marine Science 
Association and other partners on 
capacity building, implementation and 
sharing of experiences on integrated 
marine spatial planning in support of 
blue economy.

The workshop focused on providing 
training in marine spatial planning, 
together with other tools, such as 
strategic environmental assessment 
and environmental impact assessment, 
which can facilitate the application 
of the ecosystem approach towards 
achieving Aichi Biodiversity Targets in 
marine and coastal areas. The emphasis 
of the workshop was therefore on 

exchange of information and experiences, active learning 
of skills and tools, and building regional-level networking 
and partnerships for continuous information-sharing 
and capacity-building to facilitate progress towards the 
achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets in marine 
and coastal areas. Likewise, the results of the Expert 
Workshop to Provide Consolidated Practical Guidance and 
a Toolkit for Marine Spatial Planning informed the design 
of the workshop programme and were tested through 
workshop plenary discussions and group exercises  such 
as  the stakeholders’ role playing simulation exercise. 

The workshop was attended by fifty-four experts from 
Comoros, France, Kenya, Madagascar, Mozambique, 
Seychelles, Somalia, Agence Française des Aires Marines 
Protégées, BirdLife South Africa, Blue Solutions, 
Conservation International, Coastal Oceans Research 
and Development in the Indian Ocean (CORDIO), Indian 
Ocean Commission, International Ocean Institute-South 

A group photo of meeting participants.
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The Secretariat for the Convention for the Protection, 
Management and Development of the Marine and 
Coastal Environment of the Eastern and Southern 
Africa Region (Nairobi Convention) together with the 
Biodiversity Project of the Indian Ocean Commission 
organized a series of meetings at the Hennessy Park 
Hotel in Mauritius from the 21st-25th March 2016. The 
meetings were: the 2nd negotiation meeting of the draft 
Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) Protocol, 
a meeting of the Focal Points of the Nairobi Convention, 
and a workshop by IDDRI and IUCN on Areas Beyond 
National Jurisdiction.

The Second Negotiation Meeting of Draft ICZM 
Protocol Held in Mauritius
Following a decision of the Eighth Conference of Parties to 
the Nairobi Convention for the development of a Protocol 
on Integrated Coastal Zone Management, the second 
negotiation meeting for the Draft ICZM Protocol to the 

Nairobi Convention 
was held on the 21-
22 March 2016 in 
Mauritius. 

In November 2009, 
with the support of 
the Indian Ocean 
Commission (IOC)/
ReCoMaP Programme, 
a feasibility assessment 
on whether and how 
to anchor the ICZM 
work into a legally 
binding protocol 
was undertaken. The 
countries of the region 
subsequently supported 
the idea of an ICZM 
Protocol to the Nairobi 
Convention and this 

was recommended and presented to the 6th Conference 
of the Parties (COP6) of the Nairobi Convention in 
2010. Following this, seven technical meetings were 
held to draft the text of the Protocol and the 7th Draft 
Protocol was presented to the Seventh Conference 
of Parties in 2012. The Contracting parties agreed 
to negotiate a protocol on ICZM for (a) promoting 
a systems view of development by defining a long-
term vision within which regulations in the WIO  
countries can be harmonized; (b) an  ICZM framework 
that will mobilize multi-stakeholder participation 
that is important for knowledge management 
mechanisms;  sharing expertise and lessons learned; 
and implementing a common vision under the ICZM 
framework; (c) supporting ICZM as an important tool 
to enhance technical know-how in the region through 
learning by doing. Two negotiation meetings have been 
held so far; the first in South Africa in 2013, and the 
Second in Mauritius in March 2016.  

Africa, International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN), Nairobi Convention Secretariat, Universidad 
Simon Bolivar, Universidade de Lisboa, University of 
Dar es Salaam, Western Indian Ocean Marine Science 
Association (WIOMSA), WWF-Madagascar Programme 
Office and the Wildlife Conservation Society.

The workshop was organized with financial support from 
the Governments of Japan, through the Japan Biodiversity 
Fund, and France, through the French marine protected 
areas agency.

Parallel to the SOI regional workshop, a SOI national 
workshop for Madagascar was held, with participants 
from various ministries and sectors. In line with the 
overall regional workshop programme, the national 
workshop produced overall strategies and approaches for 
developing a national MSP initiative, building on existing 
national efforts for establishing marine protected areas.

The full report of the regional and national workshops 
can be downloaded from:  
https://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=SBSTTA-20  
(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/20/INF/17)

The Nairobi Convention Meets in Mauritius

Official group photo of the ICZM Draft Protocol meeting Participants, © COI.

https://www.cbd.int/doc/%3Fmeeting%3DSBSTTA-20
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Participants to the 2nd negotiation meeting included 
accredited legal and technical delegates from each of 
the ten Contracting Parties to the Nairobi Convention; as 
well as observers and invited guests. Distinguished guests 
who graced the official opening of the meeting included 
the Hon. Ministers for Environment for the Republic of 
Mauritius and the Republic of Seychelles; the Secretary 
General of the Indian Ocean Commission; the Head 
of Delegation of the European Union; and the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Resident 
Representative in Mauritius.

The delegates, under guidance of the Chairperson, Legal 
and Technical Working Group, proceeded with further 
formal negotiation of the draft articles of the ICZM 
Protocol.  As a necessary step, the delegates proposed 
draft clauses in addition, and amendment or deletion of 
some of the existing draft articles of the Protocol. Among 
the key areas of discussion included objectives of ICZM, 
general obligations,  “frameworks”, “instruments” and 
“tools”,  implementation and enforcement provisions, 
information and reporting obligations, specific ICZM 
issues such as  coastal ecosystems, climate change and 
disaster risk management , among others.

The delegates reached agreement on most of the articles. 
However, some of the provisions on which there was no 
agreement were bracketed and delegated to contact groups 
to work on inter-sessionally. The outstanding articles and 
issues were reserved to the next negotiation meeting. The 
participants also identified a need for some annexes to 
help provide details contemplated in the articles, or to de-
congest some of the articles as currently drafted.

The Meeting of the Focal Points of the Nairobi 
Convention
The Nairobi Convention Secretariat, the Indian Ocean 
Commission, the Focal Points of the Nairobi Convention, 
various partners and regional experts in marine and 
coastal issues in the Western Indian Ocean region 
met on the 23-24 March 2016 to exchange views and 
share their experiences on the activities of the Nairobi 
Convention work programme that are being carried 
out by the Convention Secretariat and its partners in 
compliance with the implementation of decisions of the 
Eighth Conference of Parties (COP 8) of the Nairobi 
Convention. The participants gathered at the 2-day 
workshop aimed at introducing the Focal Points to the 
partners that were implementing different components of 
the work programme as well as reporting on the progress 
made including the challenges faced and mechanisms for 
improving the implementation process. The workshop 
also gave the Focal Points the opportunity to present their 
national reports on the implementation of COP 8 decisions 
and the status of ratification of the Amended Nairobi 
Convention, and the Protocol on Land Based Sources and 
Activities (LBSA).

The Head of the Nairobi Convention Secretariat and 
the partners present (The Indian Ocean Commission, 
WIOMSA, Birdlife International, Wildlife Conservation 
Society, World Wide Fund For Nature (WWF), UNEP 
- World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC), 
UNEP-Global Programme of Action for the Protection 
of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities 
(GPA), GRID Arendal, The Institute for Sustainable 

Workshop participants in session, © COI.
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Development and International Relations (IDDRI), 
Wildlife Conservation Society (WSC) and  TRAFFIC 
Eastern and Southern Africa discussed the progress in the 
implementation of programs including: 

• the status of the development of the work programme 
for the period 2018-2022; 

• the progress in the development of the Protocol 
on Integrated Coastal Zone Management for the 
Western Indian Ocean Region; 

• the prospect of developing a Marine Spatial Planning 
Project (MSP) to guide member states of the Nairobi 
Convention on the implementation of MSP as part of 
their existing coastal and marine management systems

• Marine Invasive Species in the Western Indian 
Ocean and a relevant protocol

• the status of the development and implementation 
of various regional programs (the Transboundary 
Protected Area between Kenya and Tanzania Project, 
the Northern Mozambique Channel Initiative (NMC) 
Project, the conservation and sustainable exploitation 
of seamount and hydrothermal vent ecosystems of 
the South West Indian Ocean in areas beyond national 
jurisdiction project,  the Strategic Action Programme 
for the Western Indian Ocean (WIO-SAP) project, 
the SAPPHIRE Project, the Sustainable Fisheries 
Management and Biodiversity Conservation of 
Deep-sea living Marine Resources and Ecosystems 
in the Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction project) 

• the status of the development of guidelines for 
the Environmental Management for Oil and Gas 
Development in the WIO region

• the regional climate change strategy
•  the progress in the development of the  Regional 

Status Report on Sharks and Rays in the Western 
Indian Ocean

• the status of the Blue Economy Paper developed by 
a consultant at the behest of  the Contracting Parties

• the Regional State of the Coast Report for the 
Western Indian Ocean and its products

• establishment of a Platform for Science to Policy 
Dialogue

• emerging issues in the WIO Region

The emphasis of the Focal Points meeting was on updating 
the status of implementation of COP8 decisions, exchange 
of information and experiences, active learning of skills 
and tools, and building regional-level networking and 
partnerships to facilitate progress towards implementation 
of these decisions. And to a large extent, the meeting 
achieved that.

Workshop on Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction
The workshop on Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction 
(ABNJ) in the Western Indian Ocean was jointly 
organised by the Secretariat of the Nairobi Convention, 
the French Global Environmental Facility (FFEM), 
IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) 
and The Institute for Sustainable Development and 
International Relations (IDDRI) in the framework of the 
project “Conservation and sustainable exploitation of 
seamount and hydrothermal vent ecosystems of the South 
West Indian Ocean in areas beyond national jurisdiction” 
on the 24 and 25th of March 2016. The meeting was 
attended by the Representatives of the Contacting 
Parties and Focal Points of the Nairobi Convention and 
various organizations working in the WIO Region. The 
workshop was dedicated to discussing ABNJ in the 
Western Indian Ocean. It was an information sharing 
workshop highlighting the importance of these areas for 
the States and communities of the region, and exploring 
the possible ways for regional stakeholders to engage in 
the governance of ABNJ. 

The workshop was divided into two sessions. The first session 
focused on what is known (the knowledge base) about 
ABNJ in the WIO Region. In this session, the projects and 
studies on ABNJ in the WIO region were presented. These 
included the French Global Environment Facility (FFEM)-
South Western Indian Ocean Project on Conservation and 
sustainable exploitation of seamount and hydrothermal vent 
ecosystems of the South West Indian Ocean in ABNJ, Deep 
Sea Ecosystems; the Physical Processes and Biological 
Populations Around Seamounts; the migration of Marine 
MegaFauna in the Western Indian Ocean; and Marine Larval 
Connectivity in the Western Indian Ocean). 

The second session of the workshop focused on the 
management of ABNJs in the WIO region- the possible 
scenarios and tools. The presentations in this session 
dealt with the current regional initiatives on ABNJ (the 
South Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement (SIOFA); 
possible ABNJ management models or approaches for 
the WIO Region (Marine Spatial Planning; Approach 
based on regional organizations such  as MPAs within 
the regional seas programmes and high seas bottom 
fisheries closures established by Regional Fisheries 
Management Organizations, coalition based approaches; 
and regionally based sectoral measures for managing 
ABNJs). Participants also discussed the role of the 
Nairobi Convention in ABJNs and the way forward for 
ABNJs in the Western Indian Ocean. 

The meeting determined that the Nairobi Convention 
will play a big role in the ABNJ arena; representing the 
Contracting Parties at a global level in the ABNJ discussions 
and provide feedback in meetings of the Contracting Parties. 
Delegates recommended that the Nairobi Convention 
Secretariat and IDDRI should consider establishing a forum 
for regional actors in ABNJs and that the work being done in 
ABNJs by IDDRI and the other partners is up scaled.
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WIOMSA Participates in the Biodiversity Project meetings
WIOMSA has been closely 
involved with the EU-funded 
project called Coastal, marine 
& island specific biodiversity 
management in the Eastern 
and Southern Africa and 
Indian Ocean (ESA-IO) 
coastal states (commonly 
referred to as the EU/IOC 
Biodiversity Project), since 
its inception in 2014 and 
has regularly been invited to 
attend project technical and 
steering committee meetings 
as observers. The overall 
objective of the Biodiversity 
Project is to contribute to 
regional integration by 
promoting an effective, 
coordinated and sustainable biodiversity management in 
line with existing regional and international agreements 
to promote sustainable development and livelihoods. 
More specifically, it aims to develop and build up national 
and regional capacities to manage the direct and indirect 
use of coastal, marine, land and specific island resources 
for sustainable biodiversity conservation. It therefore has 
several aspects in common with WIOMSA’s objectives.

1. A WIO-biodiversity portal be developed to enable 
more effective discovery and use of existing 
systems, while providing tools to strengthen 
and build these systems in a way that promotes 
interoperability and links.

2. WIO-biodiversity-network developed and 
strengthened

3. Tools and new products are developed, and
4. Capacity development for management of 

biodiversity data

These suggestions were again presented to the countries 
at the 2nd Regional Technical Committee meeting of 
the Biodiversity Project held in Dar es Salaam at the 
Kunduchi Beach Hotel on the 14th and 15th of March 
2016 where agreement was reached on the recommended 
way forward. The recommendation was forwarded to 
the Regional Steering Committee that met on 16th March 
and the inclusion of this activity in Phase 2 of the Project 
beginning January 2017 was endorsed at this meeting. 
WIOMSA has indicated that it is willing to continue to 
work with the Biodiversity Project to ensure that this 
activity is operationalised and developed in a manner 
that is sustainable. This is very much in line with one of 
the key elements of the Association’s overall objective: 

to promote and enhance networking and access to 
and exchange of relevant knowledge and information 
between researchers, managers, decision-makers and 
the general public at large.  The Biodiversity Project is 
currently planning for this activity to take place during 
2017 and 2018; establishing a basis for continuation 
thereafter. It is envisaged that the portal will be hosted 
by an international organization such as OBIS which 
has the technical capacity and resources to continue this 
function after project termination, but that a regional 
identity will be maintained through coordination by an 
organization such as WIOMSA working with a regional 
Steering Group comprising representation from users 
from the countries of the region. 

In addition to this important aspect of data management the 
technical and steering committee meetings in Dar es Salaam 
were very useful to enable reporting back on ongoing and 
completed activities of the Project ranging from support 
to national biodiversity collections and facilities to studies 
on alien and invasive species. Project timeframes were 
discussed, and in particular the major component of grants 
to non-state actors, which has taken longer than expected 
to process. Concern was raised about the impact the slow 
progress would have on project implementation and all 
parties agreed to investigate all options to ensure that the 
overall objective of directly assisting beneficiaries on the 
ground was not compromised. 

WIOMSA’s invited participation in both the technical 
and steering committee meetings in March 2016 again 
emphasizes the importance projects and programmes 
place on input from the Association. This is an important 
role that WIOMSA plays in the region, which is often 
underestimated.

Participants in the Regional Technical Committee meeting of the Biodiversity Project held at the 
Kunduchi Beach Hotel, Dar es Salaam, on 14th and 15th March 2016.
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Communicating Research Findings to Policy Makers: A Regional 
training course  for WIO countries held in Tanzania  
By S. Mahongo, M. Igulu & R. Steyn

The training course on 
Communicating Science to 
Policy Makers for the WIO 
region was held in Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania from 4- 8 
April 2016 with the full support 
of WIOMSA. The main objective 
of this course was to train 
participants on the different 
ways of communicating their 
key research findings to policy 
makers and others, such as 
members of the press or public.

The training was organized 
by Tanzania Fisheries 
Research Institute - TAFIRI 
(Tanzania) in collaboration 
with the Training Centre 
in Communication – TCC 
(Kenya) and the Department of Aquatic Sciences and 
Fisheries Technology of the University of Dar es Salaam 
- DASFT/UDSM (Tanzania). The Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research - CSIR (South Africa) also 
participated in the initial stages of course design.

The training was attended by 27 participants comprising 
marine scientists and resource managers from Tanzania, 
Kenya, Mozambique, Madagascar and South Africa. The 
training workshop had initially attracted huge interest not 
only from the WIO region, but also from other parts of 
Africa including Cameroon, Namibia, Nigeria and Tunisia. 
Unfortunately, the course was primarily intended for 
applicants from the WIO region. This huge demand from 
almost all angles of Africa highlights the need for a similar 
platform and suggests that only a fraction of research 
findings are effectively communicated to policy makers.

Science communication is a growing field worldwide, and 
this is mirrored in the WIO region. Many governments 
and institutions are facing demands for more transparency 
in funding research. One of the tools available to today’s 
scientist or manager is teaching others, including policy 
makers, what their research is about and why it is 
important. It is increasingly necessary to gain public trust 
and to show people how science is working for them, and 
how it can make their daily lives better. Perhaps even 
more importantly, science communication is a way to tell 
the world how science is growing, reshaping, conserving 
and protecting the future of our planet and its inhabitants.

The training was officiated by the Permanent Secretary - 
Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries 
Development (MALFD - Tanzania) who was represented 
by Dr Herbert Lyimo, the Director of Research, Training 
and Extension, MALFD. In his opening remarks, the Guest 
of Honour noted the lack of effective communication 
between researchers and policy makers. This limitation 
minimizes the chances of scientific information being 
used for policy processes at local, national and regional 
levels. Therefore for successful science-based governance 
to be realized, Dr Lyimo emphasized that effective 
communication between research and policy be enhanced.

The training modules included a series of lectures and 
practical exercises covering a wide range of topics 
including:

i) Science Policy Linkage
ii) Science Communication Concepts
iii) Producing  & Marketing Policy Briefs
iv) Producing  Key Messages & Fact Sheets
v) Writing for Newsletters, Features and Opinion 

Editorials
vi) Tools for Producing Newsletters and E brochures
vii) Introduction to Infographs
viii) Use of Web 2.0 tools (Flipping Book, Facebook, 

Twitter, LinkedIn, etc.)
ix) Media Interview Tips for Broadcast and Print
x) Preparing and Planning for Press Interviews

Training course participants and trainers pose for a joint photograph with the Guest of Honour,  
Dr Herbert Lyimo (seated third left).
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As part of the training, 
participants drafted a number 
of policy briefs, key messages, 
fact sheets, opinion editorials 
and newsletter articles, among 
others. In consultation with 
the authors, some of these 
products will be uploaded on 
the WIOMSA website. 

Judging from the 
recommendations from the 
course participants, the general 
feeling is that the training 
was very interactive and 
enlightening. Many participants 
felt that the training was very 
informative and had provided 
them with key skills in making sure what they are 
doing will finally reach out to different end users, 
depending on their needs and requirements. Some 
of these skills will be shared with colleagues at their 
workplaces. Some participants promised to integrate 
SCICOMM into their research activities as much as 
possible and encourage other colleagues at their work 
places to do the same. This is expected to make a 
difference.

Due to enormous demand for SCICOMM training 
reflected by the large number of applications 
received, there is a strong impetus for the course to 
be repeated to another group of participants from the 
WIO region in the near future. Since the demand from 
other parts of Africa is also enormous, WIOMSA may 
consider partnering with other regional/international 
organizations to support scientists and managers in 
those countries so that they can realize their dreams 
in SCICOMM.

Here is a direct quote from an attendee, Tinah Voahangy 
Martin, a Sustainable Fisheries Program Assistant for Blue 
Ventures in Madagascar:

In general, when you say science, the figures that come 
into your mind include data set, adventurous field work and 
finally a very complex presentation of the results from the 
scientific investigation. I used to think like that, until I had 
to communicate important information to stakeholders. I had 
to review my opinion. My understanding of science is a mix 
of exciting methods and goals I have to achieve in order to 
develop a model or to enlighten new trends. In fact, numbers 
and graphs speak the most to me. When I applied for the 
course on communicating research to policy makers in the 
WIO Region, I did not expect I would open and completely 
change my mind on how to share results. The workshop 
allowed me to sit in a policy makers chair and understand how 
the message can be interpreted by a non-scientific audience. 
I was used to disseminating results via oral presentations 
and posters, which remains limited to scientific audience. 
Now, policy briefs and factsheet have joined the tools I am 
able to use to reach a more focused audience, to inform and 
communicate with policy makers and other partners. The 5 
days’ workshop in Science Communication helped me a lot 
on how to develop my understanding of how media can be 
a friendly partner for science. This was a very productive 
session for me, meeting and interacting with fellows from 
different background who are acting for Science in the WIO 
was a much appreciated moment. I would address my warm 
thanks to the organizers (TAFIRI) and TCC-Africa team who 
lead the workshop and made it a very successful training. 
The great network of Western Indian Ocean Marine Science 
Association (WIOMSA) who supported our venue to Tanzania 
and the very interactive people I met during this workshop 
made it a great experience for me. I would encourage young 
scientists and managers to grab opportunities like this one 
to learn and improve their skills in communication. My take 
home message to communicate science is “reach the others 
with words they understand. Make it clear, short and punchy”. 

Ms Joy Owango who was one of the course trainers (standing left) stressing a point in one of the 
interactive training sessions.

Practical session on how to attend a press conference with 
participants acting as a panel of scientists in a press interview. 
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The WIOMSA Magazine
The theme of the 8th issue of The WIOMSA Magazine is “People Power: the Role played by non-state 
actors in the management of the coastal and marine environment in the WIO region. Issue 8 is 
Guest Edited by Lawrence Sisitka. The articles covered in the issue include: Scaling success in Octopus 
Fisheries Management (by Blue Ventures); Collaborating for Change (by the Marine Stewardship 
Council); WWF Involvement in Promoting Sustainability in Important Fisheries in the South West Indian 
Ocean: The Case of Tuna Fisheries (by WWF Tanzania); Consortiums: A new approach to effective 
partnerships (by Wetlands International); Community Based Mangrove Management in the Manombolo 
Tsiribihina Landscape (by WWF Madagascar); Durban’s successful implementation of the KZN Living 
with Coastal Erosion Best Practice Guide (by  Tandi Breetzke), The High Seas as Global Commons: 
Tragedy or Opportunity (by Lawrence Sistika). 

Latest Issue of WIO Journal of Marine Science is out!
The latest Issue, Volume 13, No. 2 of the Western Indian Ocean Journal of  
Marine Science is out. The Issue consists of seven papers:
i) Annual to Inter-Decadal Variability in Surface Air Temperature Along  

the Coast of Tanzania - S.B. Mahongo
ii) Meiofaunal Responses to Leaf Litter Added to Azoic Sediments in a Kenyan Mangrove 

Forest - A.K. Mutua, A. Muthumbi, M.J. Ntiba, M. Thoonen and A. Vanreusel
iii) Macrofauna Associated with the Sponge Neopetrosia exigua (Kirkpatrick, 1900) in 

Mauritius - Sandeep S. Beepat, Chandani Appadoo, Daniel E.P. Marie, José P.M. Paula, 
Melih E. Çinar and Kannan Sivakumar

iv) A Review on Kenyan Fisheries Research: 1970-2009 - Esther N. Fondo, Edward N. Kimani, 
Cosmas N. Munga, Christopher M. Aura, Gladys Okemwa and Simon Agembe

v) The Distribution, Biological Characteristics and Vulnerability of the Giant Sea Catfish, 
Arius thalassinus (Rüppell, 1837), to Fishing at Mafia Island, Tanzania -  
Albogast T. Kamukuru and Rashid A. Tamatamah

vi) Fish Catch Composition of Artisanal and Bottom Trawl Fisheries in Malindi-Ungwana 
Bay, Kenya: A Cause for Conflict? - Cosmas N. Munga, Stephen Mwangi, Harrison Ong’anda, 
Renison Ruwa, Julius Manyala, Johan C. Groeneveld, Edward Kimani and Ann Vanreusel

vii) Confirmed Sighting of a Spawning Aggregation of the Brown-marbled Grouper, 
Epinephelus fuscoguttatus, in Kenya - Melita A. Samoilys, Denis Macharia, Jan Robinson, 
George W. Maina and Jude Bijoux

Mangroves of the Western Indian Ocean: Status and Management
The WIO Mangrove Network is profoundly glad to celebrate a major milestone, which is culminating 
in the launch of the maiden edition of the Book “Mangroves of the WIO: Status and Management”. 
The book covers classic case studies based on country chapters presenting mangrove distribution, 
associated biodiversity, historical and contemporary perspectives on management, mangroves uses 
including values and threats and recommendations on management. A cross-cutting chapter analyses key 
drivers including climate change, large scale developments driven by huge financial flows from different 
funding streams and lastly does a very unique and high level analysis on governance as a major driver 
of change. The Book is then capped by synthesized management recommendations, which include inter 
alia: Ecosystem restoration, community participation, application of planning tools (e.g. marine spatial 
planning), investments in Blue Economy, adherence to environmental and social safeguards and best 
practise in the implementation of large scale developments and lastly a regional approach to facilitate 
sharing of experiences and management of trans-boundary resources. The book is intended for policy 
makers, managers, scientists and university students without and outside the region.

SHARKS & RAYS: A FIELD GUIDE TO COMMON ELASMOBRANCHS OF 
EAST AFRICA
Elasmobranchs (sharks and rays) are among the most fascinating, but also the most unknown and 
misunderstood animals of our oceans. With nearly 200 species recorded, the East African region is 
a major hotspot for sharks and rays in the world. However, very little is known about their status, 
distribution, and taxonomy, whereas a large number of species face major threats, including fisheries 
and habitat degradation. The aim of this book is to help and encourage scientists, fishermen, divers, 
and other interested to identify, document and promote the presence of the 70 most common species 
of elasmobranchs in East Africa.

Publications
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Announcements
Production of Special Issues of WIOJMS: Call for 
submission of papers
Western Indian Ocean Journal of Marine Science 
(WIOJMS) is inviting all those who delivered presentations 
in the Ninth WIOMSA Scientific Symposium that was 
held in South Africa in October 2015 and are interested 
in publishing these to submit their manuscripts for 
consideration for publication. At least two Special Issues 
of WIOJMS consisting of the Symposium presentations 
will be published in 2016. Each of the special issues will 
have a different theme depending on the areas of focus of 
submitted manuscripts.
All submissions will be subjected to a standard double-
blind review process. Manuscripts must be original, 
unpublished works that are not concurrently under review 
for publication at another outlet and are expected to follow 
the standard formatting guidelines for WIOJMS. 
Submissions should be made through the online system 
for WIOJMS paper submission, http://www.wiomsa.org/
wio-journal-of-marine-science/. 
The deadline for submission of manuscripts is the 
30 June 2016.

Call for Articles for the WIOMSA Magazine
In 2016, two issues of theWIOMSA Magazine will be 
produced. WIOMSA is calling for articles on two themes: 

1. Preparing for the Inevitable - Proactive initiatives 
to address the predicted impacts of climate change 
in the WIO.  

In the recent past the Western Indian Ocean region has 
experienced a plethora of research initiatives implemented at 
different scales, aimed at determining the potential impacts 
of climate change on coastal and marine ecosystems and 
coastal communities in general. Some of the information 
generated from these research activities has been used 
to develop adaptation measures and to support strategy 
development for adaptation. In addition, the information 
generated has been directed into reducing vulnerability 
to climate-related impacts and in assisting in building 
the resilience of coastal communities and environments. 
Training in strategic adaptive management has been 
conducted throughout the region, with trainees tasked with 
implementing adaptation strategies and actions in their 
own areas of operation. Some of the initiatives aiming at 
addressing impacts of climate change in the region are 
now five to ten years old and hence have sufficient data 
to determine  whether they are making a difference on 
the ground or not. What are the lessons learnt during the 
planning and implementation of your projects? Has your 
project replicated or upscaled? Please share your story.
Secondly, many coastal communities that are vulnerable 
to climate change impacts have been dealing with climate 
variability for decades and have a wealth of knowledge 
about how to adapt; using their own local and indigenous 

knowledge and decision-making processes to take action. 
A number of institutions and research programmes in the 
region have been examining how local communities are 
adapting to climate change.  The WIOMSA magazine 
is giving such organisations the opportunity to tell their 
stories about exploring the challenges to and opportunities 
for community based adaptation and to share the 
experience gained from community based activities 
amongst practitioners, policymakers, researchers, funders 
and the communities at risk. 

2. Building The Next Generation - Innovative 
educational and other programmes to develop the 
future marine conservationists in the WIO

Across the WIO Region, there is a multitude of coastal 
communities with high levels of dependence on their marine 
resources.  Within these communities are many young people 
with a particular passion for the conservation and sustainable 
management of these marine resources in order to ensure a 
future for their communities. Some of these young people 
have real potential to become the marine scientists and 
conservation managers of the future. However the road for 
them to gain the necessary experience and qualifications is 
long and challenging, and they need careful and consistent 
support.  Almost all conservation agencies in the region 
are involved in the provision of environmental education 
programmes for their local communities, in particular in the 
schools, and it is these programmes which often spark the 
passion for the environment that can lay the foundation for 
future careers in conservation. 

The WIOMSA magazine is looking for stories of 
innovative educational and student support programmes 
which are actively seeking to build this next generation 
of marine conservationists, who can inspire and lead their 
own communities and others in managing their marine 
resources sustainably. 

Please share your stories of working with young people in 
your park, community, organization or school.

The deadline for submission of articles is 30th June 2016.

Get your article published:
We are accepting articles for the next issue of the WIOMSA 
Newsbrief. Articles should be a maximum of two pages. Send 
your articles to secretary@wiomsa.org by the 31st of May 2016. 

The Executive Secretary
Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA)
Mizingani Street, 
House No. 13644/10
P. O. Box 3298, Zanzibar,
United Republic of Tanzania
Phone: +255 24 2233472; Fax: +255 24 2233852
E-mail: secretary@wiomsa.org; Web: www.wiomsa.org
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