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WIOMSA Scientific Symposium returns to Maputo with a bang!

The 8th WIOMSA Scientific Symposium returned 
to Maputo for the second time in 2013, from 28th 
October to 2nd November. The last occasion was 
for the 3th WIOMSA Symposium in 2003. The 
meeting was held at the Girassol Congress Indy 
Hotel and Spar and was organized jointly by the 
Universidade Eduardo Mondlane (UEM) and 
WIOMSA.

Once again, as with the last meeting in Mombasa 
two years ago, the Symposium was able to welcome 
more than 400 participants to this important 
regional event. Six parallel sessions over a period 
of 3 days, focusing on different themes, is an 
indication of the breadth of disciplines within the 
marine science sphere that were represented this 
year. The Symposium has grown significantly from 
a 2-day gathering of only 30 people in 1997 to the 
major regional event on the conference calendar 
that it is today. 

My first WIOMSA experience 
was invaluable. It was so 

encouraging for an emerging 
scientist to see the growth of 

molecular ecology, a field that is still 
in its infancy though fast evolving 
and my main focus. The interest 
shown in everyone’s work and 

mine was wonderful. It was truly 
a phenomenal time of networking, 
discussing and collaborating with 
creative and passionate academics 
that enthuse with your work and 
you with theirs! The caliber and 

creativity of some of the participants 
was inspiring. I have certainly 

learnt a lot of ‘dos’ (and a couple of 
‘don’ts’ of course). Either way that 
feeling of ‘you’re not alone, keep at 
it’ and ‘push the boundaries’ was 

overwhelming me by the time it was 
all over! - Kerry-Lee Etsebeth

Guest of Honour with some of the participants.

http://www.wiomsa.org
mailto:secretary%40wiomsa.org?subject=
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The Symposium opening ceremony on 
Monday morning 28th October included 
remarks by the Chair of the Local Organising 
Committee (LOC), Prof Salomao Bandeira, 
and addresses by the President of the 
WIOMSA Board of Trustees, Nirmal Shah, 
and the Senior Research Advisor and First 
Secretary: Regional Research Cooperation of 
the Embassy of Sweden, Dr Gity Behravan. 
Both these speakers focused on WIOMSA’s 
new 5-year Programme, 2012 to 2017, with a 
special emphasis on new approaches to ensure 
financial and organizational sustainability 
of the Association into the future.  This was 
followed by an address by the Rector of the 
host organization, UEM. The 8th Symposium 
was officially opened by the Guest of Honour, 
Mr. Victor Borges, the Minister of Fisheries, 
Mozambique who welcomed delegates to 
Maputo, and wished them fruitful discussions 
over the next week.

Over 500 oral and poster presentations were 
made during the first three intensive meeting 
days on themes including deep sea fisheries, 
fisheries management, economic valuation 
of resources, invertebrate fisheries, corals 
and coral reef biology, climate change, 
anthropogenic impacts on the coastal zone, 
governance processes, ecology, conservation, 
fish communities, small-scale fisheries, 
genetics, biodiversity, spatial planning, and 
socio-economics. 

Thursday was set aside as a day for special 
sessions, focusing on key emerging issues in 
the WIO region. These 10 special sessions 
ranged from discussions around managing 
the potential environmental impacts of the 
emerging oil and gas sector, through to 
investigating ways in which social media 
can enhance the practice of marine science. 
It remains apparent that this Symposium 
continues to be viewed as an important 
gathering place for stakeholders ranging 
from marine scientists, NGOs, Government 
Departments and the private sector, from 
within and outside of the region, to discuss 
pressing issues.

Six keynote presentations were delivered 
during the Symposium. On Tuesday morning 
Jeppe Kolding and Tom Hecht enlightened the 
delegates with some interesting/controversial 
approaches to small-scale fisheries 
management, and aquaculture development 
respectively. On Wednesday Christopher 
McQuaid shared insights into historical trends 
in marine resource utilization in southern 
Africa, while Yusuf Adamo spoke about socio-
ecological aspects of coastal resource users in 
Mozambique in a historical context. The final 
two keynote presentations by Pierrick Penven 
and Biliana Cicin-Sain focused on regional 
oceanographic modeling, and management of 
Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (ABNJs) 
respectively.

As usual the student competition in both the 
oral and poster categories sparked a lot of 
interest, with many high quality contributions 
being made. The Symposium Scientific 
Committee worked extremely hard to ensure 
that each student oral and poster was judged 
by at least one committee member. This is 
a thankless ‘behind-the-scenes’ task that is 
often not recognized by participants, and 
the Committee is thanked sincerely for their 
efforts. Results of these competitions are 
reported upon elsewhere in this Newsbrief. 

The Symposium Photo Competition was 
once again successful with several excellent 
contributions being made. These were voted upon 
by participants in a secret ballot and the results 
announced together with the winners of the 
student competition at the end of the Symposium.

After the Scientific Programme was completed, 
the opportunity of having many WIOMSA 
members together in one place at one time 
was used to hold the 5th General Assembly on 
Friday 1 November 2013. 

One very important aspect of the Symposium 
that is sometimes overlooked is the extensive 
networking that occurs during evening functions 
after the formalities of the day are over. This year 
was no exception with three official receptions 
organized by the hosts.  Monday evening saw a 
cocktail party being hosted on the lawns of the 
Girassol Hotel with entertainment provided by 
a local traditional dance group who encouraged 
participants to join in their dances. Great fun was 
had by all! A function and dinner was provided 
on Wednesday evening at the Natural History 
Museum, a facility run by UEM. Popular 
contemporary Mozambican music was played 
in the outdoor venue after dinner encouraging 
many to try their hand on the dance floor. The 
final evening was taken up by the Symposium 
banquet and closing ceremony held in the 
Botanical Gardens at the UEM. While great 
effort had been made to ensure a memorable 
outdoor occasion for this special function, 
Mother Nature demonstrated her might by 
providing a heavy thunder storm early on in the 
evening. Fortunately several marquees allowed 
guests to shelter, and spirits were not dampened 
by the rain. Although some of the formalities 
were disrupted, a great evening was had by all. 

In addition to these ‘official’ social functions, 
several other Maputo gathering spots became 
popular for ‘unofficial’ evening socializing. 
The most popular included Mundos, Maputo 
Waterfront and Gil Vincente late night music 
venue, among others.

Several excursions were offered to delegates 
on the last Saturday before departure. These 
included a day trip to Inhaca Island, a city 
tour of Maputo, and a day trip to the Kruger 
Transfrontier Park. The most popular of these 
turned out to be the trip to Inhaca Island, where 
a visit to the UEM Field Research Station and 
snorkeling on the island’s reefs were among 
the attractions. The inclement weather of the 
previous evening persisted and strong winds 
ensured that the ferry trip to and from Inaca 
was not the smoothest of rides. 

Sunday morning arrived and most participants 
said their farewells to friends and colleagues 
before departure, with the renewed 
commitment to stay in touch both on a 
personal and professional level, until meeting 
again. The WIOMSA Symposium once again 
provided an important regional opportunity 
for people to reconnect and renew plans for 
the future.  While delegates were tired or even 
exhausted after the intensive week, most said 
they will be back again for WIOMSA 2015!

An event of this magnitude and complexity 
could not have taken place without many 
months of hard work prior to the meeting in 
Maputo. As reiterated in most of the addresses 
made during the Symposium, special thanks 
need to go to Symposium Scientific Committee 
for administering the scientific aspects of 
the programme prior to the conference and 
also for judging student competitions, the 
LOCs in Maputo and Zanzibar, and the 
many other supporters who made this event 
both logistically and financially possible. All 
sponsors are thanked for their contributions 
while a special vote of thanks goes to the 
Swedish Government for once again supporting 
the Symposium extensively.

I’ve organized and attended global 
conservation meetings (IUCN World 
Conservation Congress/World Parks 

Congress, Society of Conservation Biology, 
One World – One Health), and the caliber 
of this WIOMSA conference is impressive.  
May I suggest that due to the number of 

sessions and speakers, that consideration 
be made to extend sessions over four days 

instead of consolidating so many concurrent 
sessions? – Angela Young

It was a unique occasion for me as a PhD 
student to listen to outstanding speakers 

which turned out to be quite approachable 
during coffee breaks. The various panels 
were highly interesting and touched upon 

most issues related to my work. It was 
really nice to meet people that have given 
so great contribution to socio-ecological 
dynamics and livelihoods and to listen to 
their opinions and ideas about the crucial 
issues that researchers and students have 
to take into consideration when thinking 

about resilience of marine socio-ecological 
systems – Robert Katikiro
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Winners of the Student Oral and Poster Competitions at the 8th 
WIOMSA Symposium Announced

Contributions by students was again 
outstanding in the 8th symposium with more 
than 30 oral presentations and as many 
posters. Student Oral and Poster presentations 
were judged by the Symposium Scientific 
Committee. For the oral presentations, each 
student presentation was attended by at least 
one Committee member and was assessed 
with half of the points awarded given to the 
quality and clarity of slides and presentation 
and the remaining point going to the content 
of the presentation (significance, background, 
methods/analysis and Results/Conclusion).

Because of the poster session taking up much 
of the day on Tuesday 29th October, it was 
decided to award only one prize for orals on 
this day while three prizes were awarded for 
orals presented on the other two days. 

Posters were judged by small groups from 
within their ranks, who would move through the 
poster display areas before and during the poster 
session on Tuesday afternoon. These groups 
then convened and the three winners were 
arrived at through discussion and consensus. 
Criteria used to judge posters included:

•	 Good	science
•	 A	minimalist	yet	clear	presentation
•	 Good	cohesion	and	flow
•	 Clear,	 striking	 illustrations,	 a	 picture	

being worth a thousand words
•	 Text	in	points	rather	than	paragraphs
•	 Uniform,	large	fonts

Based on their experience assessing poster 
presentation, the Committee recommended 
that it would be useful to circulate guidelines 
on ‘what makes a good poster’ before the next 
Symposium.  It was felt that students need to 
be shown how ‘less is more’ in a poster.

The results of the oral and poster competition 
were as follows:

Oral Presentations

Monday 28th October 

1st –  D. Raberinary et al. – The reproductive 
cycle of Octopus cyanea in southwest 
Madagascar and implications for 
fisheries management 

2nd –  K.S. Karama et al. – An ecosystem-
based assessment of the Malindi-
Ungwana Bay Prawn fishery using 
ecological indicators 

3rd – L. Masse’ et al. – Comparative aspects 
of coral reproduction and recruitment 
in the south Western Indian Ocean 

Tuesday 29th October

S.D. den Haring – The use of interpretation 
to influence the behaviour of snorkelers into 
more pro-environmental behaviour 

Wednesday 30th October

1st –  K. Reid et al. – The role of southern 
Africa in the colonisation history of 
Pomatomus saltatrix between the 
Atlantic and Indian Oceans

2nd –  I.E. Kiper et al. – Genetic connectivity 
of snapper kob  (Otolithes ruber) 
in the SWIO region revealed by 
mitochondrial and microsatellite data 

3rd – R. Katikiro – Socio-environmental 
transitions and livelihood trajectories of 
coastal households in southern Tanzania 

Overall Student Oral 
Presentation winner

K. Reid et al. – The role of southern Africa in 
the colonisation history of Pomatomus saltatrix 
between the Atlantic and Indian Oceans 

Posters
1st - Genetic and morphological variation 

of the assimineids (Mollusca: 
Caenogastropopoda:

Rissoidea) of the St Lucia Estuary, South 
Africa by van Rooyen et al.

2nd - Do MPA buoys serve as fish aggregation 
devices (FADs), consequently attracting 
coastal sharks? by Verlinden et al.

3rd - The importance of seagrass ecosystems 
for Madagascar’s small-scale fishers by 
S. Wallner et al.

Symposium Participants Select Photo Competition Winners
The winners of the 8th Symposium Photo Competition were announced 
at the closing cocktail hosted by the University of Eduardo Mondlane 
at the University’s Botanical Gardens on the 1st November 2013.  
The theme of this photo contest was “Science and Society: Building 
Partnerships for Action.” The purpose of the 8th WIOMSA Scientific 
Symposium Photo Contest was to harness photo talent illustrating 
and conveying the many linkages between Science and Society in the 
Western Indian Ocean the photo entries demonstrated interesting 
and innovative interactions between science and society and was 
open to every person with photos taken in the WIO Region.

Along with their photos, participants were asked to submit a short 
description of their photo. 45 entries were received for the competition. 
A panel of organizers selected 22 photos to be exhibited during the 
symposium from which symposium participants voted for their 
favourites.  In a landline victory, Jérôme Bourjea of IFREMER, 
Délégation La Réunion won the vote taking first place for with his photo 
titled “Juvenile green turtle entangled in a plastic bag saved by a sport 
fisher under a collaboration with Kelonia and Ifremer”. The second 
place went to Yara Tibirica for her photo “Nudibranchs – the butterflies 
of the ocean (Chromodoris africana)”. Johnson Rakotoniaina photo 
“Malagasy fisher woman with her natural sunscreen”   was declared 
third. The winners received attractive photos. 

All the photos entered in the competition will be used in WIOMSA 
publications and materials over the next year, in a tribute to all contestants.

The Winning Photo.
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University of Eduardo Mondlane Hosts Pre-Symposium Events for 
the 8th WIOMSA Scientific  Symposium 

The engagement of communities in WIOMSA 
events is always a good way to raise awareness 
of the marine environment and the threats that 
it faces. In the run up to the 8th WIOMSA 
Symposium the Eduardo Mondlane University 
organized a number of events to raise 
awareness of the upcoming conference and to 
ensure that the event was publicized outside 
the scientific circles.

Regata: 8th WIOMSA Scientific 
Symposium Boat Race held in Maputo!

The Eduardo Mondlane University organized a 
boat competition on Saturday, 19 October 2013 at 
the Bairro do Triunfo. This event was organized 
with the intention of raising the visibility and 
profile of the symposium.  The winners of the 
competition were announced at the closing 
cocktail hosted by the University on the 1st 
of  November 2013 at the Eduardo Mondlane 
University’s Botanical Gardens. In First place 
was Angelo Mundengo, Ernesto Cowana came in 
at number 2 and Armando Germano  placed 3rd.  

CEPAM Hosts an Art Competition

The Centro de Pesquica do Ambiente  Marino e 
Costeiro (CEPAM) in Pemba  organized an art 
competition involving local artists who made ebony 

wooding carvings depicting different aspects of 
marine life from the perspective of the artists. During 
this inaugural art carving competition, all entrants for 
the competition received cash prizes for their works 
of art. The first position went to Mandela Guilherme 
for an intricate carving of a wooden boat, 2nd place 
went to Fabiao for a carving of a lady carrying fish on 
her head, Alide Suali won the 3rd place for carving 
a woman holding a fish in her hand. Vincente Joao’s 
carving of a dolphin in the Mozambique Channel 
won 4th place in the competition. 

Schools Drawing Competition 

Eduardo Mondlane University organized a school 
drawing competition in Pemba and Inhaca for 
primary school pupils. The competition entrants 
were the schools themselves and the judges 
faced challenging choices in determining the 
winning schools as the drawings received were 
of very high quality. The winning drawings were 
selected based on creativity and to what extent the 
drawings covered the theme of the competition. 
The winning schools from Pemba were EPC de 
Chuiba which took the first position, the 2nd 
and 3rd positions went to drawings from EPC de 
Maringanha School. The winning schools from 
Inhaca will be announced at a later stage.

Start of the Boat Race.

WIOMSA Gets a New Board!

2013 was an election year for the WIOMSA Board of 
Trustees members. The election process which started with 
the call for nominations from WIOMSA’s membership 
early in the year, culminated with the opening of the ballot 
papers during the Fifth WIOMSA General Assembly held 
in Maputo, Mozambique on 1 November 2013.

The election involved 10 candidates in the four 
categories: Host country (1 candidates); Mainland 
countries (3 candidates); Island states (4 candidates) 
and Outside the region (2 candidates). 

The elected Board members are:
Host Country –  Margaret Kyewalyanga 

(Tanzania)
Island States – Pascale Chabanet 

(Reunion) and Harifidy 
Ralison (Madagascar)

Mainland Countries – Louis Celliers (South 
Africa) and Jacqueline Uku 
(Kenya)

Outside the Region –  Jose Paula (Portugal)

Margareth and Pascale are not new in the WIOMSA 
Board having served in the immediate outgoing Board 
since 2009. Jacqueline is a Senior Research Scientist 
at the Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute 
(KMFRI) and from 2011  has been heading a multi-
million World Bank funded Kenya Coastal Development 
Project (KCDP). She has served as the WIOMSA 
Country Coordinator for Kenya for two terms now.

Harifidy or Fidy as he is popularly known, is the Coordinator of the Western 
Indian Ocean Marine Programme of the WWF Madagascar and Western Indian 
Ocean Programme Office. He is an active member of the Consortium for the 
Conservation of Coastal and Marine Ecosystems in the Western Indian Ocean 
(WIO-C) and has played a key role in launching the Northern Mozambique 
Channel Initiative. He is the WIOMSA Country Coordinator for Madagascar 
having served in that position for one term.

Louis is currently with the South African CSIR as a Principal Researcher with the 
Natural Resources and the Environment unit. He is the Research Group Leader of 
the Coastal Systems research group. He played a key role in a number of regional 
projects funded European Union such as TRANSMAP and MASMA Programme.

Jose is an Associate Professor at the University of Lisbon (UL), where he teaches 
courses in Marine Ecology, Coastal Systems and Tropical Marine Biology. He  
also teaches MSc courses and supervises students at various levels in different 
countries in the region. He has been involved in the planning and implementation 
of a number of regional programs that WIOMSA has participated in. These include 
Transboundary networks of marine protected areas for integrated conservation and 
sustainable development: biophysical, socio-economic and governance assessment 
in East Africa (TRANSMAP) and Peri-urban mangrove as filters and potential 
phytoremediators of domestic sewage in East Africa (PUMPSEA).

This is the first time that the Board is comprised of members who were 
not amongst the founding members. Members and partners have very 
high expectations on the new Board as they are not only experienced and 
knowledgeable but of more import they are well respected and connected 
within and outside the region. They will start their triennium with quite a 
number of challenging issues awaiting their new ideas, wisdom and guidance. 
The new Board will meet for the first time on 21 February 2014 to elect the 
President, Vice President and Treasurer of the Association.



Sept.- Dec. 2013 WIOMSA Newsbrief Page 5

FIFTH WIOMSA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Over 150 members attended the 5th General 
Assembly of WIOMSA on the 1st of November 
2013 and passed a number of key resolutions 
that will shape the future of the Association. 
Some of the resolutions made by the assembly 
were the adoption of the WIOMSA Secretariat 
Intercessional Report (2010-2013), the 
approval and adoption of the amendments 
to the WIOMSA constitution and the election 
of the WIOMSA Board of Trustees. The 
Assembly was held after the completion of 
the 8th WIOMSA Scientific Symposium that 
was held at the Indy Girassol Congress Hotel 
and Spa in Maputo, Mozambique. Other 
agenda items at the Assembly included the 
opening of the Assembly by the President, the 
presentation of WIOMSA Country Reports 
by present Country Coordinators, statements 
by outgoing and the incoming new Board 
of Trustees and the closing of the General 
Assembly by the outgoing President.

HAs a membership organization, the General 
Assembly apart from being the supreme organ 
of the Association, also provides opportunity 
for the involvement of the membership in the 
matters of the Association such as defining 
WIOMSA’s priorities and amendment of the 
Constitution, amongst other things.

The Statements by the 
WIOMSA President 
The issues raised by the outgoing 
WIOMSA President Dr Nirmal Shah in 
his opening and closing remarks mirrored 
the sentiments of other speakers including 
the Board of Trustees, the Executive 
Secretary and the Country Coordinators. 
WIOMSA’s proven track record as 
an international non-governmental 
organization was acknowledged. Speakers 
credited WIOMSA for its contribution to 
the tremendous development experienced 
in the quality of marine science in the 
region. The adaptive and flexible nature of 
WIOMSA is a major asset that has made 
it possible to respond to the rapid changes 
and developments. 

Dr Shah thanked the government of 
Sweden and SIDA for unwavering support 
to WIOMSA activities. They emphasized 
the importance of sustainability and 
funding as key to the success of the 
organization. As an organization that is 
still evolving, WIOMSA requires more 
ownership by members, more active 
participation by all members is needed. 

Participants of the WIO Mangrove Book initiation workshop.

It is also with regret that I come to the end 
of my term. I can honestly say that serving on 
the WIOMSA Board has been a privilege and 
career highlight. Sharing a common vision with 
committed people and especially the Secretariat 
has been very rewarding. I hope I have done 
justice to those who voted for me in the first place.

Good progress has been made towards a new 
dispensation , especially in terms of the Trust. 
But ultimate success can’t rely on Secretariat 
and the Board alone. We as members need to 
play a more active role. It’s no longer what 
WIOMSA can do for you but what you can do 
for WIOMSA!

For a start let’s more actively promote 
membership. As it currently stands some 
60% of delegates to the symposium are NOT 
paid up members. Hence, there is room for 
improvement. It is not just about finances – it is 
about the collective voice and hence influence 
that WIOMSA can muster. We can consider 
ourselves scientific custodians of the West 
Indian Ocean and together we can make a 
difference to the region’s biodiversity and the 
people who depend on it. 

WIOMSA is on the threshold of even greater 
achievements- best if we can all pull together. – 
Rudy van Elst, outgoing Board  member

Participants at the General Assembly
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WIOMSA members were reminded 
of their responsibility to ensure future 
and financial sustainability of the 
association to make the association 
more autonomous. There has been 
increased institutional membership and 
partnerships with other stakeholders. 
The president however, encouraged 
Country-Coordinators to bolster 
membership registration to support the 
organization. 

Dr Shah noted that the working 
relationship between the Board and the 
Secretariat has been cordial and this had 
enabled the realization of successes. 
This has been possible due to the 
support by members, the good working 
relationship with the secretariat and the 
commitment and teamwork within the 
Board. The President and Executive 
Secretary expressed gratitude to the 
outgoing board for working as a team. 

WIOMSA Secretariat 
Intercessional Report
This report summarized activities 
which were undertaken during the 
period under review of September 
2009 – October 2013, i.e. the period 
since the last General Assembly. The report 
did not attempt to provide a comprehensive 
presentation of all activities undertaken by 
WIOMSA during the intersessional period 
but rather a summary of major activities 
undertaken by the Association.

The report gave the status of implementation 
of the recommendations of the Fourth 
WIOMSA General Assembly followed 
by the description of the main activities 
implemented under each of the objectives 
of the Association. Some of the main 
challenges encountered and lessons learnt 

while implementing different activities of 
the Association were also highlighted. The 
report was concluded with the discussions 
on the planned activities. 

Amendment of the Constitution
The WIOMSA Constitution was amended 
in response to recent developments and 
needs of the Association. These included 
the creation of the WIOMSA Trust Fund 
and other planned resource mobilization 
initiatives, and changes in laws governing 
registration and management NGOs. 
Substantive amendments were done were 

in Article 2 (Aims and Objectives), 
Article 3 (Membership), Article 6 
(Termination of Membership), and 
Article 8 (Finance). Others articles 
amended included Article 9.1.2 
(Meetings of the General Assembly), 
Article 9.3 (The Secretariat), Article 
9.3.1 (Functions of the Secretariat), 
Article 15 (Indemnity), Article 17 
(Amendments to the Constitution), and 
Article 18 (Dissolution). 

The members approved and adopted 
amendments to the WIOMSA 
constitution.

Remarks by Outgoing and 
the New Board of Trustees
The Outgoing Board Members 
acknowledged the many achievements 
by the Association including venturing 
into new territories at a time when 
the region has experienced many 
challenges and emerging issues in 
coastal and marine science e.g. oil 
and gas, management of resources. 
During this period the Association has 
focused on strengthening participation 
of members and increasing their 
support to the organization. The New 

Board Members thanked members for their 
vote and trust. They acknowledged the 
challenge of stepping into the shoes of the 
outgoing board, which they described as 
“extremely successful”.  They undertook 
to carry forward the vision to help others 
grow in WIOMSA. The WIOMSA executive 
secretary and speakers expressed confidence 
that the incoming board includes individuals 
with experience working in the region. In 
his closing remarks, the Outgoing Board 
Chairman advised to newly elected board 
to carefully elect the new chair to be able to 
deal with mixed backgrounds.

It was amazing to me how WIOMSA managed to 
achieve such a broad range of activities with a relatively 
small amount of funding. The credit goes largely to a very 
efficient Secretariat, headed by an Executive Secretary who 
works around the clock to manage a multitude of tasks. 
He is ably assisted in these tasks by an equally efficient 
team. This makes the responsibilities of the Board that 
much easier. The Board therefore is able to review the 
relevant documentation online and exchange comments 
prior to a meeting where final decisions are taken. The 
professionalism and experience of Board members made 
the decision-making process an efficient and intellectually 
stimulating exercise. During my time on the Board, I also 
learned a great deal from colleagues on the Board, the 
Secretariat and WIOMSA members with whom I interacted

There is still a considerable amount of work to be done, 
including resource mobilization to make the WIOMSA 
Trust a credible entity within the region and on a global 
level, carrying on the MASMA agenda, continuing to 
strengthen the networks and build new partnerships. I am 
confident that the new Board supported by the Secretariat 
and members will manage this challenging agenda with 
confidence. 

I hope to remain engaged in different ways to support 
WIOMSA, with a particular focus on resource mobilization 
for the WIOMSA Trust. It has been an honour and a 
privilege to serve on the Board of Trustees of WIOMSA for 
two terms. – Indu Hewawasam, outgoing Boarrd Member.
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In October 2012, the first call for concept notes, 
under the new MASMA Programme, was issued. 
By the deadline, 43 concept notes had been 
received. The MASMA Programme Committee 
met in March 2013 in Johannesburg, South 
Africa to review the submitted proposals. Of the 
43 concept notes, ten were invited to develop 
full proposals. The Committee met again in July 
2013 in Sweden to review the full proposals and 
approved three proposals of the ten submitted. 
Below are the summaries of the approved 
Projects.

Emerging Knowledge for Local Adaptation

This project aims at developing strategies to 
extend the impact of emerging knowledge 
relating to coastal vulnerability to enable local 
government and communities to use knowledge 
in order to facilitate adaptation and build 
resilience to climate change. The project vision 
states that: by 2016 local government and other 
stakeholders have access to effective guidance 
on best applicable practices on the production, 
management and use of emerging knowledge 
on coastal vulnerability to climate change to 
facilitate adaptation in the WIO countries.

The specific objectives of the project are to:
•	 Assess	the	type	and	readiness	of	emerging	

knowledge on coastal vulnerability 
to inform and guide climate change 
adaptation at local government level;

•	 Evaluate	 the	 current	 capacity	 of	 local	
government and governance structures 
to use emerging knowledge on coastal 
vulnerability to inform adaptation and 
build resilience;

•	 Devise	 strategies	 and	 make	
recommendations to: 

o Strengthen knowledge management 
systems to generate, manage and 
disseminate  knowledge relating to 
vulnerability to climate change to local 
government, with a particular focus on 
how this knowledge can be successfully 
taken up by local government;

o Build capability of local government to 
implement this emerging knowledge;

•	 Test	 the	 applicability	 of	 improved	
knowledge systems to improving local 
government ability to use emerging 
knowledge and monitor their uptake.

The project will use a combination of research 
methods and techniques including desktop 
reviews, semi-structured interviews, stakeholder 
engagement in problem analysis and piloting 
of specific knowledge management and use 
approaches.

The proposed partners (and four study nations) 
in this project include the Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research (CSIR; South Africa; 
semi-state agency), the National Institute for 
Disaster Management (INGC; Mozambique; 
government agency); the University of Eduardo 
Mondlane (UEM, Mozambique; academic 

institution); the Mauritius Oceanographic 
Institute (MOI; Mauritius; semi-state agency); 
and CORDIO East Africa (Kenya; non-
government organisation).  Also represented 
on the research team is the Faculty of Social 
Sciences and Humanities, Nova University of 
Lisbon, Portugal (academic institution).

Linking marine science, traditional knowledge 
and cultural perceptions of the sea in the 
Mozambique Channel to build tomorrow’s 
marine management using spatial simulation 
tools and educational game

The main objective of this project is to reveal 
and integrate the concepts of natural and 
cultural heritage related to the sea in the 
Mozambique Channel, by combining traditional 
and scientific knowledge, to help the people 
and countries bordering the channel to build a 
governance regime that reflects their values. To 
achieve this ambitious objective, this project, 
MOZALINK in short, is structured around two 
main components: the biological

system (sea and coast) and the social system, taking 
into account the coastal communities dependent on 
sea resources and others stakeholders, as well as 
their connections across the Channel. 

The project will explore the links existing 
between scientific products and models 
describing ecosystems species and ecological 
connectivity and surveys of traditional 
knowledge, social perceptions and management. 
In order to contribute to future management, the 
collated knowledge will be disseminated in a 
language that is accessible to the general public, 
including children (the actors of tomorrow) and 
policymakers.

The main output of the project are i) a spatial 
management simulation tool for decision-
makers and marine spatial managers, ii) an 
educational toolkit designed to play around 

the co-management of marine resources, 
personalized to the Mozambique Channel 
countries languages and adapted from a 
similar game developed in the Pacific region 
(MARECO) and 3) a roadmap toward the 
regional governance of the Mozambique 
Channel and the people living within it.

The project will be implemented in ten local study 
sites distributed along the Mozambique Channel 
coast in: Mozambique, Madagascar, Comoros, 
France (Mayotte, Iles Eparses) and Tanzania.

The project will involve natural and social 
scientists from national institutions from the 
Mozambique Channel: Eduardo Mondlane 
University (Mozambique), IHSM (Madagascar), 
Ulanga Ngazidja (Comores), University of Dar es 
Salaam (Tanzania), IRD (France) and CORDIO 
(Kenya). The UNESCO/Marine World Heritage 
Programme will also be involved in the project. 

Developing a model for strategic 
adaptive management of MPAs in 
the Western Indian Ocean

Most MPAs in the WIO are not managed 
using science-driven approaches, resulting in 
ineffectively managed MPAs. With uncertain 
ocean conditions resulting from climate change 
and increasing human pressures, lack of flexible 
and responsive management puts MPAs at risk.

This project aims at addressing this problem 
for MPAs in the WIO by developing a tested 
and flexible framework (strategic adaptive 
management, SAM) that will enable MPA 
managers to integrate science and management 
directly. SAM entails a process of learning by 
doing, where social and ecological indicators 
are monitored to evaluate measurable objectives 
and management actions. Through this project, 
threats to MPAs and constraints to the use of 
scientific information in MPA management 

MASMA Program Committee Approves New Projects

Don’t step on beautiful  fish bedroom. Sii island Vanga, Kenya. (Photo by  Apolo Adera)
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The MARG programme provides young and 
upcoming scientists with a reliable and flexible 
mechanism to turn their ideas into research 
projects. 44% of the 72 applications received 
this year were by students.

Of these, 21 MARG I proposals were approved for 
funding. This is the highest number of proposals 
funded in a single year since the inception of the 
MARG I funding. The most popular subjects of 
focus were Fisheries, Mangroves and Physical 
oceanography that represented 52% of all 
proposals received. The MARG I proposals 
pointed to an interest by the in the studies related 
to genetics, sea grass and sea weeds and in social 
sciences by the region’s young scientists. These 
three areas of research have not traditionally 
received a lot of attention in research. 

The quality of MARG I proposal received 
in 2013 was remarkable, according to a 
special panel that was constituted to review 
the proposals. The proposals were evaluated 
according to their scientific quality, feasibility 
and relevance of the proposed work, and 
eligibility of applicant. Students were given 
priority where it was confirmed the MARG 
grant would be used to support fieldwork 

components of their research projects. 66.7% 
of the proposals selected for funding in 
2013 were by students majority of who were 
undertaking their masters’ programmes.

MARG I project are implemented over a 
period of 12 months, this years’ projects started 
in July. There will be another call for MARG 

proposals in December 2013 for projects to be 
implemented from 2014. Upcoming scientists 
in the region are encouraged to utilise this 
opportunity to turn their ideas into research 
projects. Applicants who wish to implement 
projects in a WIO coastal or more island 
countries are invited join their colleagues in 
utilising this MARG opportunity.

21 MARG I Grants awarded in 2013

The participants practicing statistics on marine biological diversity data obtained during fieldwork 
exercises, in the computer room at the Marine Biological Station.

The Status and Percentage Composition of MARG I Proposals Selected for Funding in 2013.

The Advanced course on Scientific Tools for 
Coastal Biodiversity Assessments was held 
at Inhaca Island Marine Biological Station 
(EBMI), Mozambique from 2 to 12 December 
2013. The course was organized by University 
Eduardo Mondlane – Mozambique, and the 
University of Lisbon – Portugal (also with 
participation from University of Aveiro), with 
the support of WIOMSA through its MASMA 
Programme. The main objective was to provide 
capacity building to young researchers from 
the WIO region on scientific tools for the 
assessment of coastal biodiversity, with strong 
emphasis on scientific design and statistical 
approaches and methodologies.

The course was attended by 21 participants from 
Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique, South Africa, 
Comoros, Madagascar and Mauritius. The 

Advanced course on Scientific Tools for Coastal Biodiversity 
Assessments held at Inhaca Island Marine Biological Station

decision-making in the WIO will be assessed. 
A pilot SAM program in the Mombasa MPA in 
Kenya (established 2009) will be strengthened by 
creating a more streamlined approach to the use of 
data resulting from MPA monitoring efforts. The 
Mombasa SAM program will then be adapted to 
fit the needs of three other MPAs in Kenya and 
one in Tanzania. Based on the WIO-wide MPA 
management study, the creation of a national and 
institutionalized SAM program in Kenya, and the 
test implementation case under different MPA 

governance structure in Tanzania. How SAM can 
be widely incorporated into MPAs throughout 
WIO as a means of ensuring management 
effectiveness, will be evaluated. Through this 
effort, the project hope to create strong linkages 
between scientific research (data) and management 
in WIO MPAs, empower MPA managers through 
knowledge, and evaluate management actions 
as part of on-going, adaptive socio-ecological 
management. Using a combination of research 
and management implementation, this project 

addresses key information gaps that have identified 
in WIO: development of management objectives, 
incorporation of data into management decision-
making, evaluation of management effectiveness, 
and capacity building.

The project, which will be led by the Kenya 
Wildlife Services, will involve Marine Parks 
Unit of Tanzania, Pwani University, East 
African Wildlife Society, Mafia Island Marine 
Park and Stanford University.
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course focused mainly on coastal biodiversity 
quantification and basic statistical methods for 
improving the analytical skills of the young 
participants. In particular, the emphasis was 
on the techniques for analyzing richness and 
diversity of coastal marine communities. Theory 
lessons introduced concepts and computer 
exercises provided practice in statistical packages 
used for dedicated analytic approaches.

The course used a number of field exercises 
that provided raw data from various intertidal 
habitats around Inhaca Island and which were 
used for practical computer classes. Intertidal 
soft-bottom flats were used to produce exercises 
on quantification of abundance of organisms 
and correlation with other variables. Using 
the mangrove ecosystem, a factorial design 
for assessing distribution of gastropod species 

Interaction among participants and trainers was 
very positive, due the remote location of the EBMI 
and the joint activities performed. The working 
environment was very friendly and there was room 
for socializing, leading to the establishment of 
personal links that may lead to collaboration in the 
future. Above all the course provided basic skills 
and capacity building on required methodological 
and statistical tools, which hopefully will contribute 
for the development of scientific capacities in the 
WIO region.

The course group on a rocky shore.

“The organisation of the course was very good.  
As an MPhil/PhD student in Marine Ecology, 
the course was extremely useful and enriching 
to me.  I am already trying to apply what I have 
learned from the course in my thesis.  All the tutors 
associated with the course were very professional, 
kind, helpful and gave excellent lectures.  The 
course topics were also well organised and very 
well presented.  Despite the cloudy weather we 
had very nice field trips around the island.  As 
an emerging young marine ecologist, I genuinely 
think that similar courses will really help other 
students in the Western Indian Ocean region in 
terms of experience. The location chosen for the 
course was excellent.  The Inhaca island was 
wonderful, beyond my expectations and I would 
be very willing to go there again in the future. I 
would like to sincerely thank the WIOMSA for 
giving me the opportunity to attend this wonderful 
course and I will be very willing to participate in 
future similar courses.  I would also like to use this 
opportunity to thank Dr Paula, Dr Queiroga and 
Dr Bandeira for making this course a success.  I 
had a wonderful time with them and hope to have 
future collaborations with these wonderful people.”  
- Sandeep Beepat, University of Mauritius

New fisheries co-management initiative launched in Tanzania

A new project aimed at empowering coastal communities to govern 
local fisheries resources and secure fisheries-based livelihoods, 
in central and southern Tanzania, was formally launched in Dar es 
Salaam on 15th May 2013.

Implementation of the 5-year project will be co-ordinated by the 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Tanzania Country Office (TCO), 
working in partnership with communities and five local government 
authorities in Temeke Municipality, and Mafia, Rufiji, Kilwa and 
Mtwara Rural Districts. The Fisheries Development Division of 
the Ministry of Livestock & Fisheries Development is the partner 
at national level. The project builds on achievements of WWF and 
partners’ Rufiji-Mafia-Kilwa (RUMAKI) Seascape Programme 
which since 2006 has supported communities in 21 coastal villages 
to establish and manage six collaborative fisheries management areas 
(CFMAs), pictured alongside. 

The new project is 80% funded by the European Union (EU) under the 
environment component of its 10th EDF Support to Non-State Actors’ 
Programme in Tanzania. Under the 10th EDF the EU is providing a 
total of 9.5m Euros to support six projects implemented by different 
NGO partners, supporting community-based natural resources 
management (CBNRM) in the forestry, wildlife and fisheries sectors. 
The fisheries co-management project in five coastal districts is the only 
one of the six projects targeting the fisheries sector. 20% co-funding 
for the fisheries project is provided by WWF UK through a partnership 
agreement with UK-DFID.

according to environmental strata was made. 
Diversity measures, including observed and 
estimated richness, conventional univariate 
and taxonomic-based diversity indices, as well 
as multivariate statistics were practiced using 
fieldwork exercises on seagrass meadows 
and rocky shore environments, using several 
qualitative and quantitative sampling methods.

Dedicated sessions provided training on concepts 
of scientific method and scientific writing, with 
emphasis on conventional papers and production 
of standard accessory data such as tables and 
figures. Throughout the course and using both 
class and individual discussions, attendants 
discussed own research problems with trainers, 
seeking advice on data analysis, sampling design, 
and thesis structure and career development.
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The project aims to improve fisheries-based 
livelihoods of at least 150,000 villagers in 
67 coastal villages. It will primarily build 
capacity of beach management units (BMUs) 
in each village and facilitate their members 
to identify, establish and jointly manage 
an estimated 16 collaborative fisheries 
management areas. Such mechanisms are 
provided for in the Tanzania mainland 
Fisheries Policy, 1997 and Fisheries Act, no. 
22 of 2003.

The launch meeting in Dar es Salaam was 
attended by senior representatives of local 
government authorities and communities, 
including district council chairpersons from 
the five districts; Members of Parliament 
of Kibiti, Hon. Abdul Malombwa; Kilwa 
North, Hon. Murtaza Mangungu; Kilwa 
South, Hon. Seleman Said Bungara; and 
Mafia, Hon. Abdulkarim Shah; and District 
Commissioners of Kilwa, Ulega Abdallah; 
Rufiji, Nurdin Babu; Mafia, Sauda Mtondoo 
and Mtwara, Wilman Ndile.

Mafia MP, Hon. Abdulakim Shah 
welcomed the project saying that “enabling 
communities to form active and effective 
beach management units will improve 
the sustainability of fisheries, and help to 
alleviate poverty in our fisheries-dependent 
communities. It will also provide a source 
of lessons for other coastal communities in 
Tanzania.”

WWF country Director Bell’Aube Houinato 
said that WWF was delighted to be 
continuing its long-running partnership with 
Rufiji, Mafia and Kilwa Districts on fisheries 
co-management work, and to be extending 
it to two new districts, Temeke and Mtwara 

Rural. Fisheries are an important resource in 
these two districts and the Director hoped 
the project will provide an opportunity for 
them to be at the forefront in finding more 
effective ways to address dynamite fishing, 
one of the target objectives of the project.  
The prevalence of dynamite fishing has 
been back on the rise for the past 10 years 
in most parts of the Tanzanian coast and is 
currently as widely practiced as ever, despite 
the disapproval of a large majority of fishers.

The project also includes a microfinance 
and enterprise development component. 
Amongst other things this will target support 
to least 74 new village savings and loan 
(VSL) groups. The approach draws on a 

micro-credit model originally designed by 
CARE, now widely applied across several 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa, not least 
under WWF’s Rufiji-Mafia-Kilwa Seascape 
Programme in Tanzania where 74 existing 
groups have generated over 3.8 million US$ of 
revolving loans since 2006. This component 
of the project recognizes the importance 
of addressing fisheries management in a 
wider context of sustainable livelihood 
development.

For further information on the EU/WWF 
Fisheries Co-management Project and 
WWF’s Rufiji-Mafia Kilwa (RUMAKI) 
Seascape Programme in Tanzania please 
contact:

Dr Sware Semesi 
Programme Co-ordinator

Fisheries Co-management & Rufiji-Mafia-
Kilwa (RUMAKI) Seascape Programmes

WWF Tanzania Country Office
ssemesi@wwftz.org

and 

Jason Rubens
Marine Programme Co-ordinator
WWF Tanzania Country Office

jrubens@wwftz.org 

Mrs Fatma Sobo of the Ministry of Livestock & Fisheries Development addressing the meeting.

Fisher with octopus. (©Brent Stirton)

mailto:ssemesi%40wwftz.org%0D?subject=
mailto:jrubens%40wwftz.org?subject=
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WIOMSA has been awarded a tender by the 
EU-IOC Smartfish programme to develop 
a pilot fisheries registration and licensing 
programme along the Tanzanian side of Lake 
Victoria. WIOMSA is working with a team 
from Rhodes University in South Africa to 
deliver this project.

The 2012 Lake Victoria frame survey showed 
that there are currently 95,303 fishers and 
26,983 vessels in use on the Tanzanian 
sector of the lake. Combined, the annual 
licensing revenues should generate some 
US$1,2 million for the Local Government 
Authorities (LGA). Inefficiencies in the 
current registration and licensing system 
suggests that only about 50% of the fishers 
and vessels are appropriately licensed, and 
revenue losses to the LGAs is estimated to 
be in the region of US$600,000 per annum. 
The low levels of revenue collection means 
that there is often insufficient funding to 
support effective fisheries management, 
particularly in terms of funding the important 
management functions that are undertaken by 
the District Fisheries Officers and the Beach 
Management Units. It is anticipated that 
improving revenue collection mechanisms 
and compliance with the existing licencing 
and registration regulations will reduce 
the number of illegal fishers accessing the 
resources, increase licence revenues, and 
enable more money to be channelled into 
fisheries management efforts to promote 
sustainability in the fisheries. 

Currently the District Fisheries Officers 
(DFO) in collaboration with the Beach 

Fisher Licensing and Vessel Registration Project on Lake Victoria, Tanzania

Management Units (BMU) are the 
responsible agents for running the licensing 
and registration processes. The current 
systems places a significant administrative 
burden on the DFOs who are tasked 
with running the registration  / licensing 
programme, record keeping and maintaining 
data, and the collection of revenues. The 
current system is not centrally managed, 
and the Fisheries Division of the MLFD 
maintains no records of the number of 
fishers licensed or vessels registered. The 
lack of centralized data reporting makes it 
difficult for the authorities to develop a clear 
understanding of the fishing pressure on the 
lake, the levels of illegal fishing,  and how 
best to develop management interventions. 

The pilot project will facilitate the payment 
of registration and license fees through the 
introduction of a centralised cell phone based 
payment system linked to a fisher / vessel 
registration database that will be housed at the 
MLFD – Fisheries Division in Dar es Salaam. 
Automating the registration and licencing 
payment system will reduce the administrative 
burden on the DFOs to run the registration 
process, leaving more time for them to 
undertake other management responsibilities. 
The trial will initially focus on registering and 
licencing fishing vessels, and if successful, it 
will be extended to fisher licencing. 

Using the existing telecommunications network 
it is now possible to develop a system in which 
the vessel owners can automatically register 
themselves onto a  centralised database using 
their cellphone numbers. The system interface 

will be similar to that used by existing cell 
phone-based money systems which uses simple 
digit codes to transmit information and make 
payments. Using these systems, the vessel 
owners will dial into the registration database 
using their cellphones. The database will 
automatically generate a unique verification 
number identifying and linking the vessel owner 
to their cellphone number. The vessel owner will 
be informed of their unique registration number 
via SMS. Using their unique registration number, 
the vessel owners will dial into the database 
and indicate whether they are registering a 
new vessel or an existing vessel. If the owner 
already has a vessel or a number of vessels 
registered, they will input their existing vessel 
registration numbers which will be uploaded 
to the database. If the owner is registering a 
new vessel, the database will automatically 
generate a unique vessel registration number 
that will be sent via SMS to the owner. Once 
the existing and new vessel registration details 
have been loaded onto the database, the 
database will automatically calculate the vessel 
registration fees and licences that are payable. 
This information will be conveyed to the vessel 
owners via SMS. Using their unique verification 
codes, the vessels owners will make a payment 
using the cell phone-based money payment 
system. The money will be automatically 
transferred from the owners cell phone money 
account to a dedicated account at the LGA. The 
database will automatically be updated with 
the payment information, and automatically 
return an SMS to the vessel owner providing 
a verification number for the transaction that 
indicates that the payment has been successful. 

Need to fish beyond the creek. (©Milton Adera)



Sept.- Dec. 2013 WIOMSA Newsbrief Page 12

The vessel owner will then take the transaction 
verification number to the DFO who will verify 
it against the transaction verification number 
stored on the centralised database. Assuming 
that the two codes match, the DFO will then 
physically verify the vessel details according 
to the current fisheries regulations (e.g. pre-
licence inspections, seaworthiness, validation 
of the recommendations by the BMU for 
registration). Once the vessel information has 
been verified according to the regulations, 
a written receipt of payment and licence / 
registration documents will be issued along with 

tamper proof registration and licencing bands 
that can be physically attached to the vessels. 
The licencing bands will be colour coded such 
that all registration bands are one colour and 
licence bands of another colour. Affixing the 
bands to the vessels will make it easy to verify 
which vessels are registered and which are not. 
Likewise, changing the colour of the annual 
licence bands will also enable fisheries inspectors 
to establish which vessels are licenced in a given 
year and which are not. The database will have 
additional uses and aid communication between 
the department and the fishing community. For 

example, it will be possible to automatically 
inform fishers of poor weather conditions on 
the lake, or to inform vessel owners that their 
licences need to be renewed and the payments 
that need to be made. 

Initially the system will be trialled at the 
Ilemela and Nyamagana districts in Mwanza 
Region. If successful, the pilot will be scaled 
up to other districts and expanded to include 
fisher licences as well as the vessel registration 
and licensing. It is anticipated that the trial 
will commence in early February 2014.

Publications

Panmixia in East African Populations of 
Platygyra daedalea (Scleractinia: Faviidae) 
- A.H.H. Macdonald, J.M. Lamb and M.H. 
Schleyer

Trends in Coastal Development and Land 
Cover Change: The Case of KwaZulu-Natal, 
South Africa – B.J. Goble and R. van der Elst

First Observation of a Pregnant Tiger Shark 
(Galeocerdo cuvier) at Reunion Island, 
Western Indian Ocean – S. Jaquemet, M.J. 
Smale, A. Blaison, D. Guyomard and M. Soria

First observation of Acropora robusta (Dana, 
1846) on the high-latitude coral reefs of South 
Africa: A species range extension - C. Floros

Book Launch: The Maputo 
Bay Ecosystem
During the Eighth WIOMSA Symposium 
on 1 November a book titled “The Maputo 
Bay Ecosystem” was launched. The launch 
of this book which was edited by Salomao 
Bandeira and Jose Paula, was officiated by 
Mr Simiao Mucavele, Councillor in charge 
of Education, Culture and Sports for Maputo 
City on behalf of the Mayor of Maputo City. 

This is a second book in this series supported 
by WIOMSA through its Marine Science for 
Management (MASMA), the first one being 
People, Nature and Research in Chwaka 
Bay, Zanzibar, Tanzania, which was launched 
in February 2013 in Zanzibar, Tanzania.

The book presents the current knowledge 
about Maputo Bay in Mozambique, the 
largest coastal embayment in the country 
and a major feature along the eastern 
African coastline. Located on the fringe of 
the tropical Western Indian Ocean, Maputo 
Bay is a rich natural complex estuarine 
system forming a vast and heterogeneous 
environment with a diverse social and 

Latest Issue of WIO Journal 
of Marine Science is out!

economic context. The book comprises four 
main parts plus sections within that include 
special contributions as case studies, for a 
total of nineteen chapters and thirty case 
studies. Part I deals with the environmental 
and human setting (geographical setting, 
geomorphology and evolution, hydrology 
and circulation, human settings, and history 
of research); part II presents the main habitats 
and ecological functioning (mangroves, 
seagrasses, coral reefs, charismatic fauna, and 
adjacent terrestrial environments); part III is 
on fisheries (semi-industrial shallow-water 
shrimp, magumba fish and artisanal fisheries); 
part IV addresses cross-cutting issues 
(pollution, climate change, and management 
options). The book further analyses research 
gaps providing recommendations that intend 
to contribute for scientific progress and 
management. It is the result of the contribution 
of 68 regional and international experts, and 
is thoroughly illustrated with maps, graphical 
figures and colour photographic plates.

The latest Issue of the Western Indian Ocean 
Journal of Marine Science, Volume 11 No. 2 
was published in December 2013. The Issue 
consists of ten papers, which are:

Analysis of Rainfall Variations and Trends 
in Coastal Tanzania - S.B. Mahongo and J. 
Francis

Beach Sand Supply and Transport at 
Kunduchi in Tanzania and Bamburi in 
Kenya - Y.W. Shaghude, J.W. Mburu, J. Uku, 
J. Ochiewo, N. Nyandwi, H. Onganda, C. 
Magori, I. Sanga and R.S. Arthurton

Morphodynamics of the Manyema Tidal 
Delta at Kunduchi, Tanzania - N. Nyandwi, 
Y.W. Shaghude, J.W. Mburu, A.M. Dubi, I. 
Sanga and R.S. Arthurton

Growth Response of Selected Mangrove 
Species to Domestic Sewage and Abiotic 
Stress - A.M.S. Nyomora and K.N. Njau
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A book on “Reef Fish Spawning 
Aggregations in the Western 
Indian Ocean: Research for 
Management” is out!
A new book entitled “Reef Fish Spawning 
Aggregations in the Western Indian Ocean: 
Research for Management” by Jan Robinson 
and Melita Samoilys has recently been 
published. According to Prof Yvonne Sadovy 
de Mitcheson, the Director, Science and 
Conservation of Fish Aggregations (SCRFA), 

“This book is one of firsts. It is the first 
documentation of commercially important 
reef fishes that aggregate to spawn in the 
western Indian Ocean. It is the first to develop 

Your book is a much needed 
contribution to knowledge about spawning 

aggregations in the region, and I hope it 
raises awareness of the phenomena and the 
need to manage such populations wisely.  It 
is well-written and beautifully illustrated. 
– Ian Bryceson – Chairperson, MASMA 

Programme Committee

Outstanding and critical to 
management of some species of 

reef fish of importance to artisanal 
fisheries – Nirmal Shah, WIOMSA 

President

a framework for processing information in 
data- and management-poor situations where 
fisheries important to local communities 
must, somehow, nonetheless be managed. It 
is the first to explore in detail the outcomes 
of different management scenarios across 
very different species fished in very different 
ways within the same region. In taking this 
approach, the book also tackles head-on some 
of the critical questions that we must ask 
as we come to learn more about spawning 
aggregations and their fisheries”. The book 
consists of thirteen chapters that explore some 
very different aggregating species with very 
different responses to fishing.

Symposium Newsletter

For the first time, WIOMSA launched a Symposium Newsletter during 
the Eighth WIOMSA Symposium. The objective of the Newsletter was to 
provide an avenue for participants and interested parties to communicate 
information to delegates on news items, book launches, bursaries, courses, 
student adverts, invitations to special sessions, job adverts etc. It was also 
used by the organizers to communicate major announcements to delegates. 
Two issues were produced, first issue before the Symposium and the 
second on during the event. 

Based on the positive feedback received, the Newsletters were well 
received. Prof Tom Hecht felt that the “newsletter idea is awesome” as it 
informed Symposium participants of not only what was happening during 
the Symposium and also upcoming events.
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The Symposium in Pictures
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Get your article published:

We are accepting articles for the March issue of the 
WIOMSA Newsbrief.  Articles should be a maximum of 

two pages. Send your articles to secretary@wiomsa.org by 

the 28th of February 2014. 

The Executive Secretary
Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA)
Mizingani Street, 
House No. 13644/10
P. O. Box 3298, Zanzibar,
United Republic of Tanzania
Phone: +255 24 2233472; Fax: +255 24 2233852
E-mail: secretary@wiomsa.org; Web: www.wiomsa.org

Best Wishes for  2014 

from the Staff  and Board of Trustees
Barnacle society forms water tap shaped substrate. 
Inhaca Mozambique (Photo by  Linda Eggertsen)
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