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Host country (one seat)
1. Margareth Kyewalyanga (Tanzania)

The time for members of WIOMSA to exercise their democratic right and vote for 
their Board of Trustees members has come. 2013 is an election year for the new 
Board of Trustees. Only members in good standing, that is paid members and 
students (who have confirmed their studentship with the WIOMSA Secretariat) 
will receive ballot papers and vote. The candidates listed below have been 
nominated by WIOMSA members and have agreed to stand for election. A 
number of nominees do not appear on this list, either because they declined to 
stand or have not responded to the communication requesting them to confirm 
their acceptance of the nomination. 

Mainland States (two seats)
1. Ali Kaka (Kenya)
2. Jacqueline Uku (Kenya)
3. Louis Celliers (South Africa)

Island States (Two Seats)
1. Harifidy Ralison (Madagascar)
2. Pascale Chabanet (Reunion)
3. Ranjeet Bhaghooli (Mauritius)
4. Ruby Moothien Pillay (Mauritius)

Outside the Region (one seat)
1. José Paula (Portugal)
2. Joshua Cinner (Australia)

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! YOUR VOTE DOES REALLY COUNT!

http://www.wiomsa.org
mailto:secretary%40wiomsa.org?subject=
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Margareth S. Kyewalyanga
I am a Senior Lecturer at the Institute of Marine Sciences, University of Dar es Salaam. I did my 
post-graduate studies, both MSc. and Ph.D. in Biological Oceanography at Dalhousie University in 
Nova Scotia, Canada, and graduated in 1991 and 1997 respectively. I have extensive sea-going and 
research experience; my research interests include phytoplankton ecology and primary production of 
the marine environment; physiological aspects of phytoplankton; remote sensing (ocean colour) and 
modeling of primary production; as well as monitoring of harmful micro-algae in coastal waters. 

I have held several senior management positions at the University of Dar es Salaam including serving 
as the Director of the Institute of Marine Sciences from 2009 to 2012 and as the Head of Department 
of Marine Biology and Resources Management in 2007 to 2009. I have been involved in regional and 
international networks including the Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA); 
the Nippon-Foundation / Partnership for Observation of the Global Oceans (NF/POGO) network, 

among others. In 2009, I was elected into the WIOMSA Board of Trustees and following that, my fellow Board members appointed 
me as the Treasurer of the Association. As the Treasurer of the Association, I am responsible for oversight of, and strategies for, 
the Association’s resource mobilization and sustainable financing. 

I find it very fulfilling that in my first term as Board member, I was part of the team that was responsible for major decisions that have 
laid the foundation for the long-term sustainability of the Association. These included but are not limited to: strengthening of the 
WIOMSA Secretariat, formulation of the new 5-year WIOMSA programme for the implementation of Marine and Coastal Management 
for Science for 2012-2017; and establishment of the WIOMSA Trust Fund. With most of my colleagues in the current Board having 
served two terms and therefore not qualifying to stand in this election, amongst other reasons, I am asking for your vote to maintain 
institutional memory in the Board. Further, I am very committed to continuing to be of service to the Association in implementing what 
has been initiated in the new programme and to contribute significantly towards sustainability of WIOMSA.

Mainland States (2 Seats)

Ali Kaka
I was born in Lamu, Kenya in 1955. In 1974, I enrolled at the University of Colorado (Boulder) 
and Colorado State University, Fort Collins, USA where I majored in Biology/Zoology and Captive 
Wildlife Management. In 1977, I joined “Kenya Wildlife Conservation and Management Department” 
– a Government department, as a Research Assistant. This Department latter became a semi 
autonomous institution called the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS). I progressed through the ranks at 
KWS, rising from Research Assistant to become an Assistant Warden, then full Park Warden, then 
Senior Warden in charge of three Parks, then Assistant Director in charge of a “Region” (covering 
Coast Province and later in Nairobi covering South Rift) and finally as a Senior Assistant Director 
supervising all Regions. From 1993-1997, I led the formation of the first marine Parks unit in KWS 
which brought the supervision and development of all the marine Parks under KWS mandate under 

one umbrella. I was the first Regional Director of the Unit and introduced marine specific programmes. I left KWS in 2001 (after 24 
years of service) having served in most terrestrial National Parks and marine Parks of Kenya and attaining a number of awards 
such as Order of the Grand Warrior of Kenya for achievements in anti-poaching, rhino capture and intelligence work awarded to me 
in 1998. In 2004, I received the Howard Buffet, National Geographic Award for Leadership in Conservation in Africa. I also received 
a meritorious award from IUCN – World Commission On Protected Areas in 2009.

I joined the East African Wild Life Society (EAWLS) in 2001 as the Executive Director. Established in 1964, EAWLS is the oldest 
local non-government conservation organization in East Africa. Its scope ranges from species conservation to habitat restoration 
to community based conservation activities in Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya. During this period, the EAWLS introduced the first 
community managed marine reserve In Kenya at Kuruwitu, North Coast. 

In 2009, I was appointed the Regional Director for Eastern and Southern Africa -covering 25 countries- of the IUCN – International 
Union for Conservation of Nature, a position I hold to date. 

I was elected as the Chair of the Western Indian Ocean Consortium which brings together regional and International NGOs actively 
working in the WIO in 2012. The Consortium operates under the auspices of the Nairobi Convention. I have also served as Vice 
Chair of IUCN-WCPA (World Commission on Protected Areas), Eastern Africa as well as serving on a number of local Conservancy 
Boards and a member of Kenya Ministerial Advisory Committees, e.g. Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife (for the development of 
a new wildlife Policy and legislation), Ministry of Livestock (for the development of a new Livestock Policy) and the Ministry of 
Environment (for the establishment of a new semi autonomous institution called Kenya Forest Service) and consulted on wildlife, 
MPAs and some fisheries policy instruments in Tanzania, Seychelles and Kenya. I am a Member of the Board of the South African 
Wildlife Training College and Panel member of Prince William and Tusk Trust Awards for Conservation in Africa.

If elected, I will bring to the Association my long-term experience in working with private sector, regional and international multilateral 
organizations as well as national, regional and international NGOs. I will work with other Board members and the Secretariat to 
develop new partnerships and to initiate new and innovative resource mobilization initiatives.   

Host Country (1 Seat)
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Jacqueline Uku
My background is in ecology and physiology of marine flora and I have been working at the 
Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute (KMFRI) as a Senior Research Scientist.  
Since 2011, I have served as the Project Coordinator for the World Bank funded Kenya 
Coastal Development Project (KCDP). This project involves seven agencies and is multi-
disciplinary in nature. The KCDP focuses on the development of the fisheries sector, natural 
resource management and support for alternative livelihoods. 

I have also served as the WIOMSA Kenya Country Coordinator since 2006, during which time I 
have worked to strengthen linkages between different institutions involved in marine research 
in Kenya. The KCDP has provided me with an opportunity to enhance these partnerships and 
to nurture collaborations between different agencies using lessons learned during my tenure 
as a Country Coordinator. 

Within KMFRI, I have served in key management positions such as the KMFRI pension fund and the contributed to the 
establishment of the Performance Contract Secretariat. Nationally, I have contributed to the development of the National 
Environmental Policy as a member of the National Steering Committee. I also serve as a member of the Editorial Board of the 
WIOMSA Journal of Marine Science.

I believe that my experiences have enhanced my capacity to serve WIOMSA at the Board level. My contribution to the Board will 
be to strengthen country offices and to build partnerships for research and management within the region. I would also work to 
enhance the networks for WIOMSA and to tap into emerging opportunities that exist for the strengthening of WIOMSA activities 
within the member countries.

Louis Celliers
Principal Scientist & Research Group Leader – CSIR Coastal Systems, South Africa

I have been educated to PhD level in a South African higher education institution and I have 
resisted career opportunities in other nations of the globe because I am enthusiastic about the 
future of Africa. At the outset of my career I believed that science is the only solution to most 
environmental and societal issues. However, experience and exposure in my profession has 
taught me that it is the understanding of human nature and the ability to educate and build 
relationships that ultimately achieves goals of sustainable development. I have served a number 
of South African organisations in a senior research position and have been in all of them, 
instrumental in establishing and growing new business/research units. I am currently employed 
by the CSIR as a Principal Researcher with the Natural Resources and the Environment unit. I 
am also the Research Group Leader of the Coastal Systems research group. This is one of the 
largest permanent and cohesive research groups of this nature in South Africa and possibly the 

African Continent. This group studies the coast as a system - thus integrating across the different disciplines - to provide outcomes 
on a system-scale rather than in single disciplines.  My research interest and professional development strongly favours an 
approach that guides, integrates and translates good science to the benefit of society through the maintenance of natural systems.  

I have been involved in WIOMSA since 2000 and have seen it grow from a modest research association to a regional leader of 
research facilitation and human capital development.  The science footprint of WIOMSA can be seen throughout the Western 
Indian Ocean (WIO).  WIOMSA has become a model for regional science cooperation and facilitation. The association has been 
responsible for the growth and development of a regional knowledge-base which, used appropriately, will contribute to national 
growth and development, poverty alleviation and the successful implementation of integrated coastal management. 

 I will urge WIOMSA to:

• Promote the return on regional research investment through the management and custodianship of data and information;

• Focus on a portfolio of projects that are relevant to the WIO context, i.e. positive impact on coastal livelihoods, alleviation of 
poverty, reduction of risk, good oceans and coastal governance and the sustained delivery of ecosystem services;

• Maintain an impeccable record of impartiality, effective governance and administrative efficiency;

• Promote the excellence of science coming from the WIO region and secure long-term funding to maintain the growth and 
development of ocean and coastal sciences.
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Harifidy O. Ralison
I am marine conservationist and forest engineer with a focus on mangroves. I hold an 
MSc degree in Ecological Marine Management from the VUB University in Brussels. My 
Professional career took off at the University of Mahajanga in Madagascar where I taught 
basic agricultural management while also working for Ocean Consultant in developing 
shrimp culture projects. In 2006, I was hired by WWF Marine and Coastal Programme 
as the head of the Marine Component in Madagascar and in 2009, I was assigned the 
responsibility of developing the overall strategic direction of the Marine and Coastal 
Conservation Programme of WWF in Madagascar and the Western Indian Ocean. I am 
an active member of the WIO-Consortium (consortium of regional NGOs in support of the 
Nairobi Convention objectives) and the WIO Mangrove Network. I have provided valuable 
support in the operationalising of the WIO Coastal Challenge and played a key role among 
stakeholders in launching the Northern Mozambique Channel Initiative.

If elected as a board member of WIOMSA, my vision is to ensure that WIOMSA maintains its strategic thinking and decision-making 
in optimizing the use of its resources to establish/strengthen the framework that links science and management to governance 
and policy. In addition to this, I will influence WIOMSA into playing a key role in advancing regional cooperation in many aspects of 
coastal and marine science and management that will support sustainable development in the Western Indian Ocean region.

Pascale Chabanet 
I am a researcher in Reunion Island, French Overseas Department. For the past 20 years, 
my main research subject has been the ecology of fish associated with coral reefs in the SW 
Indian Ocean and West Pacific. I have published over 60 articles in peer-reviewed scientific 
publications. I was born in Reunion and spent much of my childhood exploring the coral reefs. 
I studied Biology at the Université d’Aix-Marseille in France before obtaining a grant to do my 
Masters in Marine Biology in the USA (University of California Santa Barbara). After spending 
four years in the US, I returned to Reunion in order to work for my PhD, which I obtained in 
1994, on the relations between benthic and fish communities on the island’s coral reefs. I was 
then a Senior Lecturer at Reunion Island University between 1996 and 2003. 

From 2003 to 2007 I carried out research for the Institute of Research for Development (IRD) in New Caledonia, where I studied 
the coral reefs of the Pacific. In 2005 I obtained my accreditation to supervise research (HDR), having presented my work on 
the impact of coral reef perturbations on reef fishes in the SW Indian Ocean. In 2008 I resumed my research post at the IRD 
La Reunion, where I have been the Assistant Director since 2009. I am highly involved in decision-making structures on marine 
conservation as part of the scientific or management committees in bodies such as  the French Agency of Marine Protected 
Areas, Marine Reserve of Reunion Island, Marine Park of Mayotte and the Observatory of Universe Sciences of Reunion Island. 
I have been a member of the WIOMSA Board of Trustees since 2009

I am still active in supervising students in their research, at Master’s and PhD levels. I am also fully involved in the community in 
increasing awareness of environmental issues relating to coral reefs, and is particularly interested in working with schoolchildren. I 
wish to develop through WIOMSA, collaboration via joint projects, between the scientists of the SW Indian Ocean, and to continue 
to energize the younger generations of the region. I would also like to continue to be involved in the association to make it more 
known beyond our regional borders and seek for solutions to ensure that WIOMSA has a sustainable future.

Island States (2 Seats)
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Ranjeet Bhagooli
I hold a BSc (Hons) Biology (1997) and a Master of Philosophy in Marine Biology 
(2000) from the University of Mauritius, Republic of Mauritius. I completed my MSc in 
Chemistry, Biology and Marine Science (2001), and PhD in Marine and Environmental 
Sciences (2004) at the University of the Ryukyus, Okinawa, Japan. I pursued my 
research work on coral/zooxanthellae responses to climate change as a post-doctoral 
research fellow and research associate at the University of Technology, Sydney & 
University of Tasmania, Hobart, Australia (2005-2006), and University of Miami, 
Florida, USA (2006-2007), respectively. During my stay at the University of Tasmania, 
I also participated in an expedition to Antarctica to study effects of climate change on 
photo-physiology and primary productivity of sea ice algae. I joined the University of 
Mauritius in 2007 and I am currently a senior lecturer with a research focus mainly on 
coral reefs related topics.

I have been a member of WIOMSA since 1998 and have contributed to WIOMSA 
efforts. I have also been involved in regional efforts through other projects/programmes 

namely ReCoMAP and ASCLME, and organization of collaborative studies on marine organisms and workshops for information 
dissemination and raising awareness among relevant stakeholders.  I would like to further extend my contribution to the region 
by getting involved through the Board of WIOMSA. In addition, to further support WIOMSA in all its endeavours, I aspire to 
strengthen the regional links through setting up and/or further supporting of regional marine laboratories that will facilitate 
exchange of research staff and students in an effort to enhance learning and research outputs linked to addressing locally, 
regionally and internationally pertinent marine issues for a sustainable future.

Ruby Moothien Pillay
I started my career in marine science in Mauritius in the early 1990s as a junior researcher 
in the Marine Ecology and Marine Science divisions of the Ministry of Fisheries. Having 
worked on different marine-related projects, I developed an interest for coral reefs, 
which I had learned are fragile and extremely vulnerable to the increasing rate of coastal 
development and human impacts. In 1996 I was awarded a scholarship to study in Australia 
for a Postgraduate diploma and a Master degree in Marine ecology and Fisheries science 
with main focus on coral reef studies. After having worked for more than 10 years at the 
Ministry of Fisheries, I joined the Mauritius Oceanography Institute as a Project Officer in 
2001 and was responsible for coordinating research activities in Rodrigues of the Royal 
Geographical Society’s Shoals of Capricorn. At the same time, I undertook different coral 
reef projects and also pursued doctoral studies in Fisheries science in Japan. In 2009, I 
was promoted to the post of Principal Research Scientist, with the main responsibilities 
being the initiation and development of research and development projects, besides 
leading and guiding a coral research team and a molecular genetics team.

During the past 22 years, I have been involved in various collaborative projects in coral reef studies, phylogenetics and population 
genetics and have developed a network of collaborators locally, regionally and internationally. I have participated in conferences, 
taken part in scientific expeditions and supervised high school and tertiary level students in their research projects.  I have also 
been devoting much of my time in public education and information dissemination through talks, public seminars, and also through 
the local and international media. This is motivated by my conviction that to protect and conserve our increasingly threatened 
marine ecosystems, there is a need to develop a strong sea awareness and ethic among the public.

Being from a Small Island Developing State (SIDS) with limited natural resources, I would like to see the focus of research projects 
in the region geared more towards innovative ways to manage and develop the oceans to ensure their sustainability for the benefit 
of current and future generations. Moreover, considering the vulnerability of SIDS and coastal states to climate change impacts, 
I would like WIOMSA to continue in its effort to build capacity among the new generation of researchers to implement mitigation 
and adaptation projects to alleviate poverty and minimise hardships of coastal communities. I would also encourage WIOMSA to 
broaden its membership base and subsidise those with limited financial resources to enable active participation in marine issues by 
various stakeholders. More so, considering the gender balance in the field of marine science in the region, I believe that WIOMSA 
should promote women’s empowerment in ocean-related science and gender equality by encouraging more young women in 
the region to train/ pursue higher degrees in this field. WIOMSA could also encourage more participation of women in scientific 
activities and promote women scientists of the region as role models for young women.
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Outside the Region (1 Seat)
José Paula
I am an Associate Professor at the University of Lisbon (UL), responsible for the BSc curricula 
in Marine Biology, and the PhD programs in Biology and Marine Sciences. I teach courses in 
Marine Ecology (BSc), Coastal Systems (MSC) and Tropical Marine Biology (MSC) at UL. I 
have authored over 100 scientific papers in referred international journals and I have experience 
in coordinating research projects both in Europe and East Africa. My main research expertise 
is in Coastal and Marine Ecology and Biodiversity, Marine Conservation, and I have a strong 
interest in the tropical and subtropical environments of Eastern Africa. My specific expertise is in 
invertebrate development (dispersal mechanisms, recruitment and gene fluxes and population 
structuring), and mangrove, seagrass and rocky shore environments (ecology, biodiversity, 
functioning). Collaborative actions include teaching in MSc courses and supervision of students 
at various levels in the Eastern African region, including regional courses in the WIO region. 

WIOMSA is viewed as the major pivotal institution for promoting marine and coastal research and capacity building in the WIO 
region. I believe that WIOMSA should continue to strengthen support for research, promote dissemination and publication, and 
foster collaboration and exchange between WIO scientists and institutions. Its aims should continue to address sustainable 
development and capacity building in marine sciences. It should focus on the interaction between marine environment health and 
human livelihoods, interdisciplinary research, and local and global trends of change.

Joshua Cinner
My research focuses on using social science to improve the management of coastal ecosystems 
and the wellbeing of the people who depend on them. My interest in this field began in 1996 while 
working as a US Peace Corps Volunteer in Jamaica. I witnessed firsthand how conventional 
conservation strategies were failing because they did not understand or reflect the social, 
economic, and cultural needs of resource users. To improve my understanding of these human 
dimensions of the environment, I then completed a Master’s degree in Marine Affairs from the 
University of Rhode Island (USA) in 2000, and received a PhD in Geography from James Cook 
University (Australia) in 2006. I have since worked with coastal communities in the Western 
Indian Ocean, Pacific Islands, South East Asia, and the Caribbean to better understand how 
socioeconomic factors influence the ways in which people use, perceive, and govern coral 
reefs. I regularly work with ecologists and modelers to conduct truly interdisciplinary research. 

I am deeply committed to improving the social science capacity in the WIO. Since 2005, I have been working with regional partners 
on a number of projects in the region. These include four WIOMSA projects on topics such as the effectiveness of community-
based organizations in managing marine resources, the vulnerability of coastal communities to climate change impacts, and the 
spatial behavior of fishers in response to marine protected areas. I have worked on projects in Kenya, Tanzania, Madagascar, 
Mozambique, Mauritius, and Seychelles. I have also organized a series of WIOMSA sponsored training events and workshops 
throughout the region. These include field training in social science research methods, weeklong writing workshops, and daylong 
seminars on getting published. I have also served on the Scientific Committee for the previous 2 WIOMSA conferences. 

My vision is for WIOMSA to continue improving the capacity for, and use of, interdisciplinary science in natural resource management 
decisions. A key part of this will involve effectively developing the social sciences to better align them with the stronger physical and 
biological sciences in the region. If elected as the Board Member from outside the region, I will work toward improving the capacity 
for, and uptake of, truly interdisciplinary science.

VOTING PROCEDURE
Only paid members and students (who have confirmed their studentship on 
email with the Secretariat by submitting details of University, Degree Program, 
Name of Supervisor and Student Registration. This information should be 
sent in by the 31 July 2013) are eligible to vote in this election and these will 
receive ballot papers either directly from the Secretariat, or for the countries 
in the region, from your country coordinators. Members will select up to six 
names from the list of candidates, one from each category. Ballot papers, 
listing the candidates for each category, will be distributed by post to WIOMSA 
members. Original ballot papers should be returned duly completed directly 
to the Secretariat or through the country coordinators by 30 September 2013. 
Only votes received during this time will be counted as cast.The New Board 
will be announced during the Fifth WIOMSA General Assembly which will take 
place in Maputo in November 2013.

Election Calender
• April 1 2013: Call for nominations- COMPLETED

• May 31 2013: Nominations close- COMPLETED

• June  1 2013: Nominees Notified-  COMPLETED

• June 21 2013: Bios and Photos received by 
Secretariat- COMPLETED

• July 3 2013: Voting Opens

• September 30 2013: Voting Closes

• November 1 2013: New Board Members 
Announced and new term begins

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! YOUR VOTE DOES REALLY COUNT!


