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– FOREWORD –

In 1988, a strategic decision was taken by the Institute of Marine Science (IMS), 
of the university of Dar es Salaam, to select Chwaka Bay as the priority site for 
the Institute’s research activities. This decision meant that the limited resources 
available were to be directed towards supporting research conducted in the Bay 
rather than spreading them thinly over several sites. This was a logical decision, as 
at the time, the Institute was facing a number of challenges including few qualified 
researchers and inadequate scientific facilities.

Chwaka Bay was chosen because of the closeness to the IMS and the presence of 
important tropical ecosystems such as mangrove forests, seagrass beds and coral 
reefs. At the same time, the coastal communities of Chwaka Bay were experienc-
ing socio-ecological and resource management issues, features common to many 
coastal areas in the country.

In 1989, the IMS, with the support from the Tanzania-Sweden Bilateral Marine 
Science Programme, developed a research partnership with Stockholm university 
and uppsala university. This programme provided a framework through which 
research by both Tanzanian and Swedish scientists were supported and needed 
equipment acquired. Students and researchers supported by other programmes, 
such as the SAREC-funded Eastern Africa Regional Marine Science and research-
ers associated with Norwegian and Dutch institutions were also active in the Bay. 
Through these efforts, Chwaka Bay became the centre of research activities for 
scientists and students from the university of Dar es Salaam (including IMS) as 
well as for students and researchers from abroad. This multi-national community 
of academics have produced between them a number of technical reports, MSc 
and PhD theses as well as several international, peer-reviewed, articles. 

In line with the Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association (WIOMSA) 
special interest in linking scientific knowledge to management and governance 
affecting marine and coastal ecosystems in the WIO region, the Fourth WIOMSA 
General Assembly in 2009 approved the initiative to publish site-based books. 
Such publications will mainly be based on the review and synthesis of the research 
conducted in these areas, with the intention of developing approaches and strate-
gies that will contribute to improve management effectiveness of these areas. So 
far, three sites have been the focus of multi-disciplinary research in the region and 
for which volumes like this will be compiled. The sites are Chwaka Bay in Zanzibar, 
Tanzania, Maputo Bay in Mozambique, and Gazi Bay in Kenya.

This publication is designed as a resource book that summarizes the wealth of 
information available from research conducted in the Bay. By providing a holistic 
view of Chwaka Bay, the book has the potential to attract readership from not 
only researchers and students but also from resource managers, decision makers, 
practitioners as well as the general public and tourists. More notably, the book 
can inspire the implementation of science-based management strategies and the 
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development of research proposals addressing research gaps and emerging top-
ics. The book also provides important baselines that can assist in comparing and 
measuring the success of future interventions.

The decision of having Chwaka Bay as the priority site for research was initially 
seen as limiting, however, in hindsight it has proved its usefulness in a number of 
ways. The extensive number of publications produced since 1988, which are the 
basis of this book, is a reflection of some of the successes of the Chwaka Bay model. 
More importantly, this book is a cause for celebration as it is a testimony of the 
achievements of more than two decades of the Swedish research capacity support 
to Tanzania. Over the years, strong linkages have developed between Swedish and 
Tanzanian scientists. Furthermore, the collaboration between WIOMSA and the 
universities of Dar es Salaam and Stockholm in the production of this publica-
tion demonstrates that the Sida support to WIOMSA and to the Tanzania-Sweden 
Marine Science Bilateral Programme complement and add value to each other in 
their common areas of focus. 

On my own behalf and on behalf of WIOMSA, we gratefully acknowledge the 
financial support from Sida for the production of this book. We are pleased to have 
been involved in and supported the production of this important publication. We 
thank all the authors for their contributions. We wish also to express our sincere 
appreciation to the editors, whose commitment and hard work secured the suc-
cessful production of this high quality book. 

Julius Francis 

Chwaka Bay intertidal “moonscape”. Photo: Max Troell.


	book 14 jan 2013 rev 11
	book 14 jan 2013 rev 12

