
Réunion  
 
 
Reunion Island is a volcanic tortoise-shaped island located in the Indian Ocean 
adjacent to Mauritius and south-east of Madagascar. It is a developing island 
with a population of around 800,000 and one million expected by 2030, it 
consists of the fourth highest density in France. The remote island of reunion 
covers an area of 2,541km2 and is located between Madagascar and Mauritius. 
Topography appears to be the primary factor in determining the settlement 
pattern in Réunion, with the densest settlement concentrated on the island’s 
north shore, consisting of a highly urbanized population (95% in 2015, according 
to UNdata, 2018). Approximately one-fifth of the total population lived in the 
capital of Saint-Denis in 2016 (BBC, 2016), although the highest population 
densities are thought to be found in Le Port.  
 
The Westcoast boasts a combination of an attractive climate, lagoons and 
beaches. Several cities benefit from a well-developed infrastructure such as a 
harbor, airport, universities and highway connections. The Eastern coast is 
exposed to the alizés winds and the all-important rainfall; it is more rural and 
less developed in terms of infrastructure than the West coast. The main cities 
are: Saint-André situated in the East; then Saint-Benoit, Saint-Pierre, Saint-
Louis, Tampon in the South; and at last, Saint-Paul and Le Port in the West of 
the island. Saint-Denis, the capital of the island, has about 120,000 inhabitants. 
All theses towns are situated along the coastline, except Tampon. 
 
 
In terms of economic growth in Réunion, there seems to be very little data 
available. However, according to Mahongo and Mwaipopo (2015:16), Réunion’s 
economy is driven by services (82%), construction (9%), industry (5%) and 
agriculture (4%). Urban development in Reunion really took off with the 
departmentalization of the island in 1946 (Joël Ninon 2012) . The developments 
that accompanied this change of status were meant to catch up with delays in all 
areas. From the 1980s, the combined demographic pressure induced by an 
unfinished socio-economic and infrastructural development has been 
characterized by an unprecedented urban sprawl. 
 
The commitment of Reunion Island to sustainable urban development engages 
more than half of the municipalities and thus a very significant part of the urban 
development. Currently, around twenty projects for urban development 
operations apply this concept of Reunion Island Sustainable District (RISD). 
These projects contribute to the construction of almost ten thousand houses, a 
sizeable proportion of the average 9000 houses needed a year in Reunion island. 
The projected areas measure more than 17 square kilometres, and are mostly of 
urban renewal (D. Dias, J. Peron, 2011). 
 


