
Abstracts Submission: General Guidelines
• Abstracts should contain new information that has not been 

presented previously.
• We strongly discourage submission of abstracts that contain 

incomplete data and/or analysis.
• All abstracts must be submitted in ENGLISH.
• Specify all abbreviations in full at the first mention, 

followed by the abbreviation in parentheses. Use the 
abbreviation thereafter.

• Check abstract thoroughly for spelling and grammar.
• Abstracts on research from outside of the Western Indian 

Ocean (WIO) will rejected without review.  For a definition 
of the WIO countries included see the WIOMSA website.

• One abstract per first author only.

All Abstracts MUST include:
• TITLE: 

• Maximum 125 characters

• AUTHORS: 
• Full name, email address and affiliation(s) are 

mandatory for each author.
• Indicate the presenting author.
• Indicate if the first author is a student

• BODY OF ABSTRACT: 
• Maximum 2 pages (authors and title included). A4 

prepared as a WORD Document, using Times New 
Roman 12 pt, single spacing, normal margins (2.54 
cm for top, bottom, left and right margins), portrait 
orientation with justified alignment.

• Abstracts must be structured and submitted under 
the following heading: 
• Background: study objectives, hypothesis tested, 

or description of problem.
• Methods: method used, or approach taken.
• Results: present in summarized form, must 

include data and/or substantial information 
about results, but do not include tables, graphs or 
pictures.

• Conclusion: description of main outcomes of 
the study.

• Do not include references. 

• TOPICS/SUBMISSION THEMES: 
• Human dimension of coastal communities: 

this theme focuses on social, cultural and economic 
characteristics of coastal communities of the WIO 
region. It includes research focusing on traditional uses 
of the ocean (such as fishing, tourism and shipping) 
and new uses (such as hydrocarbon extraction, coastal 
mining) and their impacts on coastal communities, 
countries as a whole, and the environment. 

• Environmental and Climate Vulnerability, 
Resilience & Adaptation: this theme focuses on 
research on the impacts of climate change and climate 
variability on the coastal and marine environment, 
as well as people and infrastructure. The theme also 
includes research on mitigation, adaptation, resilience 
and vulnerability.

• Coastal and Marine Living Resources: the theme 
focuses on all forms of fishery and associated activities, 
including aquaculture.

• Critical habitats: this theme focuses on research on 
different aspects and processes on the main habitats of 
the WIO region, including mangrove forests, estuaries, 
seagrass meadows, coral reefs, offshore/pelagic habitats, 
amongst others. It also includes processes such as 
primary production and cycling of nutrients.

• Genetic diversity and connectivity: research on 
genetics of marine organisms and resources and 
associated issues such as biogeography, migration, 
connectivity and techniques used in genetic studies. 

• Coastal Governance and Policy: research on different 
management regimes that have been adopted for managing 
coastal and marine resources at different governance 
levels. These include traditional management systems, 
collaborative management arrangements and enforcement 
of policies and laws through various regulatory mechanisms. 
Research on approaches/tools such as Integrated Coastal 
Management, Marine Spatial Planning, Ecosystem Based 
Management, and MPAs also fall under this theme. 

• Marine Biodiversity and Threatened Marine 
Species: an overview of marine biodiversity in terms 
of their status, trends and threats. Also, included in 
this theme are species that are threatened, declining or 
otherwise in need of special attention or protection.

• Physical, meteorological and geological processes: 
includes research on sea/air interactions, upwelling 
mechanisms, modelling of physical and geological 
processes, shoreline changes, and trends and projections 
of extreme events and major oceanographic processes.

• Pollution: Source, Fate and Social and 
Environmental Impacts: the focus is on effects of 
physical, chemical, and biological contaminants on 
marine ecosystem function and human well-being.

• Capacity development and outreach: the focus is on 
research on the effectiveness of capacity development, 
public awareness, education and outreach initiatives, 
communicating science to different audiences, and 
the involvement of the public in policymaking and 
influencing changes.

• Coastal and marine technologies supporting 
management: this theme focuses on the use of 
different technologies such as drones, remotely operated 
underwater vehicles (ROVs), remote sensing, and ICT in 
coastal and marine management.


