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Seizing the Blue Economy Approach in the Western Indian Ocean 
Region: the Eighth Conference of Parties of the Nairobi Convention 
held in the Seychelles

“The West Indian Ocean has the power to drive the economies 
of the region, but we must be vigilant. Regional countries 
can ensure the WIO is a viable resource for decades to come 
with a Blue Economy approach” - Achim Steiner.

“The Western Indian Ocean is host to a wide range of 
biologically and ecologically significant areas that are still 
teeming with life. It is home to one of the largest seagrass 
beds, thousands of productive coastlines and many under 
water structures and seamounts. All these coupled with the 
currents of the Mozambique Channel renders the western 
Indian Ocean very rich in fauna, flora and marine resources. 
An important blue capital, upon which the South and East 
Africa’s coastal countries, Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS) and Madagascar can enjoy, sustained economic 
growth. One that if properly managed can contribute greatly 
to the economy and livelihood of the region” - Didier Dogley

Group Photo of COP 8 Participants, © Heidi Savelli, UNEP.
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“The Western Indian Ocean holds key to the region’s 
economic	 growth,	 if	 properly	 managed,”	 this	 was	 the	
principal message at the 8th 
Conference of Parties (COP) of the 
Nairobi Convention that was held 
on the 22-24 June 2015 at the Savoy 
Resort	and	Spa	in	Mahe,	Seychelles.	
The	8th	COP	was	officially	opened	by	
the	Minister	for	Environment,	Energy	
and	Climate	Change,	Seychelles,	Hon.	
Mr.	 Didier	 Dogley,	 in	 the	 presence	
of the UNEP Executive Director 
and Under-Secretary-General of the 
United	Nations,	Dr.	Achim	Steiner	on	
the 23rd of June 2015. 

Delivering an address at the opening 
of	 the	 COP,	 Dr.	 Achim	 Steiner	
remarked that there was no doubt that 
oceans drive economic growth and 
bring	 a	 host	 of	 benefits	 to	 society:	
currently,	 the	 economic	 value	 of	 the	
goods and services provided by the 
marine and coastal ecosystems in 
the Western Indian Ocean region is 
estimated at over $25 billion on an 
annual	basis,	excluding	South	Africa;	
with	 fisheries	 and	 tourism	 being	 the	
two main direct contributors to the 
economies	 of	 the	 region.	 In	 2014,	
South Africa predicted that the oceans 
have the potential to contribute up to 
177 billion rand to its economy (US$ 
14.8	billion)	by	2033,	as	opposed	 to	
54	 billion	 rand	 in	 2010,	 and	 create	
over one million jobs in the process. 
Dr. Steiner noted that the ecological 
health and economic productivity of marine and coastal 
ecosystems can be boosted by shifting to a more sustainable 
economic paradigm that taps their natural potential - from 
generating	 renewable	 energy	 and	 promoting	 eco-tourism,	
to	sustainable	fisheries	and	transport,	all	encapsulated	in	the	

Blue Economy. Dr. Steiner stated that it was encouraging that 
countries of the region were embracing the Blue Economy 

Approach but there was still a need to 
develop a greater understanding of the 
value	of	ocean	and	coastal	resources,	
create valuation and accounting 
tools	for	this	blue	capital,	and	look	at	
management options for sustainable 
economic growth.

Speaking	 as	 he	 officially	 launched	
the	COP,	Minister	Dogley	stated	that	
the Western Indian Ocean presented 
all the WIO countries with enormous 
opportunities for inclusive and 
sustainable development and that 
it had the potential to supply the 
region,	 over	 generations,	 with	
food,	energy,	medicine	and	various	
forms of livelihoods within the two 
conventional economic sectors i.e. 
tourism	 and	 fisheries	 being	 at	 the	
core	of	it.	Nonetheless,	Mr.	Dogley	
said,	 the	 region	 faced	 far	 reaching	
challenges:	 climate	 change,	
the	 pressures	 of	 urbanization,	
degradation and pollution of the 
marine environment and land based 
impacts.	He	added	that	the	long	term	
perspectives on these regional and 
global issues may be overshadowed 
by the very immediate needs of the 
populations and the current limits to 
what governments can achieve. 

To achieve a prosperous and healthy 
Indian Ocean that can continuously 
support the population of over 30 

million	people	living	on	the	coast,	the	Minister	called	for	
concerted	 actions,	 founded	 on	 bold,	 ambitions,	 creative	
and practical measures such as the addressing of the threat 
of Climate Change and the adoption of the Blue Economy 
approach as a pathway to sustainable development. “There 

is no Convention that underscores the objectives of the 
blue economy better than the Nairobi Convention. This 
convention speaks to the very core elements of the 
blue	 economy,	 which	 is	 the	 protection,	 management	
and sustainable development of the coastal and marine 
environment for the creation of wealth for this and 
future	 generations,”	 quipped	 the	 Minister.	 He	 outlined	
the strategy that the President and the Government of 
Seychelles had taken towards a Blue Economy and 
urged	other	parties	to	follow	the	examples	of	Seychelles,	
Mauritius and South Africa who had put in place pathways 
to their Blue Economies.

“It is an important year for the Nairobi 
Convention, which is celebrating its 
thirtieth anniversary this week. The 

Contracting Parties made, among other 
calls to action at the end of the COP, 
appeals for a regional climate change 

strategy and regional guidelines on 
environmental management of oil and 

gas development. These actions can play 
a significant role in the prosperous and 
sustainable future of the Western Indian 

Ocean region. The signing of the Strategic 
Action Programme by nine delegations is 
an also important step forward to guide 
sustainable development over the next 

thirty years. The West Indian Ocean has 
the power to drive the economies of the 

region, but we must be vigilant. Regional 
countries can ensure the WIO is a viable 
resource for decades to come with a Blue 

Economy approach.
“I would like to thank Seychelles for hosting 
the Conference of Parties. Their commitment 

to the Blue Economy and protecting their 
resources for future generations was evident 
not only in my meetings with the President 
and senior Ministers, but also in concrete 

action taken to date.”
Dr. Achim Steiner
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Colourful Opening Ceremony
The opening ceremony of the Conference of Parties was 
attended by 120 participants including the Minister for 
Production,	 Environment,	 Energy,	 Industry	 and	 Crafts	 of	
Comoros,	 the	 State	 Minister	 of	 the	 Premier’s	 Office	 for	
Environment	of	Somalia,	Ministers	from	the	Government	of	
Seychelles,	the	Executive	Secretary	of	the	Basel,	Rotterdam	
and	 Stockholm	Conventions,	 Dr.	 Rolph	 Payet,	 Chargée	 de	
Mission	of	the	Indian	Ocean	Commission,	Ms.	Gina	Bonne.	
Also	 present	 at	 the	 opening	 were	 Ambassadors,	 Resident	
Heads	 of	UN	organizations,	 Principal	 Secretaries,	 Principal	
and	Permanent	Secretaries,	Directors,	senior	representatives	of	
Governments and the focal points of the Nairobi Convention 
from	 Comoros,	 Kenya,	 France,	 Madagascar,	 Mauritius,	
Mozambique,	Seychelles,	Somalia,	South	Africa	and	Tanzania.

Dr.	Rolph	Payet	addressed	the	meeting,	talking	about	the	
30	year	journey	of	the	Nairobi	Convention,	highlighting	
the challenges and the successes of the Convention in 
that time. Gina Bonne delivered a speech on behalf of 
the Executive Secretary of the Indian Ocean Commission 
(IOC),	Jean	Claude	de	L’Estrac,	focusing	on	the	30	years	
of collaborative work between the Nairobi Convention and 
the IOC in protecting natural resources while maximizing 
economic	benefits	for	 the	member	states	and	addressing	
the challenges of climate change.

The opening ceremony of the COP proved that the arts can 
be seamlessly integrated in environmental protection as 
several artists were brought in to grace the occasion with song 
and	verse.	A	 local	veteran	Seychellois	musician,	 Joe	Samy,	
performed	 his	 hit	 song	 “Ocean	 Child”.	 The	 winner	 of	 the	
Eco-Schools	Programme	Contest,	Neil	Commettant	from	Bel	
Ombre	 recited	his	winning	poem	“Our	Oceans,	our	 future”	
and presented a copy of the same to the UNEP Executive 
Director.	 Lastly,	Michelle	 Barbier	 of	 Cascade	 Primary	 and	
Giorgia Ernesta of Pointe Larue Secondary sang their hearts 
out on the need for rich countries to “listen to the voice of 
small island states in the prevention of climate change which 
will	ultimately	cause	the	disappearance	of	small	islands”.

The Nairobi Convention celebrates 30th 
anniversary
The 8th COP marked the 30th anniversary of the adoption 
of	 the	Nairobi	 Convention	which	was	 signed	 in	 1985,	 in	
Seychelles,	and	came	into	force	in	1996.	During	his	speech	
at	the	opening	of	the	COP,	Minister	Dougley	praised	the	bold	
and	ambitious	decision	of	the	leaders	of	the	region,	who	30	
years	back,	when	the	WIO	was	still	pristine,	had	the	foresight	
to	create	a	mechanism	for	regional	cooperation,	coordination	
and collaborative actions to enable better management of the 
shared	marine	space.	“In	hindsight,	had	those	decisions	not	
been	taken	then,	the	western	Indian	Ocean	would	not	be	the	
healthy	and	productive	marine	space	that	it	is	today.	I	therefore,	
at	the	outset,	wish	to	salute	all	those	who	were	instrumental	
in the creation and development of the Nairobi Convention. 
Their commitments and achievements should inspire us to 
redouble our efforts to live up to the original spirit and vision 
of	the	Nairobi	Convention,”said	the	Minister.	He	added	that	
30	years	later,	the	Convention	was	thriving	and	very	relevant	
to the Western Indian Ocean and to various Global Processes 
notably the Summit on the Sustainable Development Goals 
and the post 2015 Agenda and the 21st Conference of Parties 
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. The vision of the Convention for ‘a Prosperous 
Western	Indian	Ocean	region	with	healthy	rivers,	coasts	and	
oceans’	–	supports	 the	Sustainable	Development	Goals,	 in	
particular	 the	goal	 to	 sustainably	use	 the	oceans,	 seas	and	
marine resources for sustainable development.

Echoing	these	sentiments,	Dr.	Achim	Steiner	remarked	in	his	
address	to	the	delegates,	that	the	Nairobi	Convention	had	been	
able to effectively manage the massive Western Indian Ocean 
covering	over	8,000	kilometers	of	coastline	from	Somalia	to	
South Africa and stretching thousands of kilometers over 
the	islands	to	encompass	Comoros,	Madagascar,	Mauritius,	
Seychelles	and	Reunion.	He	noted	that	with	over	60	million	
people living along the coast and many of them deriving 
their	livelihoods	from	the	ocean,	this	was	no	mean	task!	He	
congratulated all the Contracting Parties and the Secretariat 
for their hard work on improving the conservation and 
sustainable management of the coastlines and oceans noting 
that the Convention had carried out many important tasks 
down the years including: establishing key partnerships 
with governmental and non-governmental organizations 
and keeping coastal and marine environment issues on the 
policy	agenda.	In	the	last	few	years,	all	the	countries	in	the	
region initiated the implementation of integrated coastal 
zone	 management,	 and	 Western	 Indian	 Ocean	 countries	
have formulated environmental impact assessment policies 
and legislation. Partnerships with major international non-
governmental organizations under the Consortium for the 
Conservation of Coastal and Marine Ecosystems in the 
Western Indian Ocean have established innovative marine 
and coastal programmes and projects that demonstrate real 
potential for sustainable community-based marine and 
coastal	management,	restoring	habitats	and	fish	stocks.

Michelle Barbier and Giorgia Ernesta entertain guests at the 
opening of COP 8.



June 2015 WIOMSA Newsbrief Page 4

Preparatory Workshops Feed into the 
Decisions of the Contracting Parties
The Eighth Conference of Parties was preceded by 3 
preparatory workshops. The workshops were: the Blue 
Economy	and	Ocean	Governance	Workshop,	the	Partnerships	
Workshop and the Science to Policy Workshop held on the 17-
18	June,	19	June	and	20	June	2015,	respectively.	Also,	ahead	
of	the	Heads	of	Delegation	meeting,	an	Expert	Meeting	of	
the Conference of Parties was held on the 22nd of June 2015. 
The three preparatory meetings were characterised by frank 
debates of issues facing the Western Indian Ocean Region 
and generated useful recommendations for the Contracting 
Parties;	some	of	which	were	adopted	as	part	of	the	decisions	
for COP 8. Some of the key decisions included: a decision for 
the support for the implementation of projects developed by 
the	Contracting	Parties,	the	Global	Environment	Facility	and	
other	partners;	a	decision	on	the	Environmental	Management	
for	Oil	and	Gas	development;	a	decision	on	climate	change	
adaptation and mitigation and the completion of the 
regional	climate	change	 strategy;	a	decision	on	 threatened	
and	 endangered	marine	 species	 and	 the	finalization	of	 the	
Regional Status Report on Sharks and Rays in the Western 
Indian	Ocean	by	Wildlife	Conservation	Society;	a	decision	
on Blue and Ocean Economy urging Contracting Parties 
to apply blue or ocean economy approaches as pathways 
for	 sustained	 economic	 growth,	 food	 security,	 poverty	
eradication,	 job	 creation	 and	 environmental	 sustainability;	
a decision on national and regional State of Coast Reports 
urging	 Contracting	 Parties	 to	 consider	 the	 findings	 of	 the	
Regional State of Coast Report for the Western Indian Ocean 
Region	in	their	decision-making	processes,	and	a	decision	on	
the establishment of a platform for science to policy dialogue 
through	the	Forum	of	the	Heads	of	National	Academic	and	
Research Institutions (FARI) to act as the technical and 
advisory body of the platform.

WIOMSA in COP 8

WIOMSA has been participating 
in and assisting the Nairobi 
Convention Secretariat in the 
organization of its COPs since the 
Second COP held in Mauritius in 
1999.	 However,	 this	 is	 the	 first	
time that WIOMSA co-organized 
the	 COP.	 In	 COP	 8,	 WIOMSA	
facilitated preparation of a number 
of key background documents 
including: Building Blue 
Economy	in	the	WIO	region;	the	
draft Climate Change Strategy 
for the Marine and Coastal 
Environment in the Nairobi 
Convention Area; the Regional 

State of the Coast Report for the Western Indian Ocean 
and	 the	 document	 on	Optimising	 Secretariat	 Functions,	
Coordination	 and	 Delivery	 of	 the	 Nairobi	 Convention,	
its	Protocols,	Action	Plans	and	Approved	Programme	of	
Work. WIOMSA was also responsible for preparation of 
the Reports of the COP and Preparatory meetings.

The Outcomes of the 8th Conference of Parties
The 8th COP resulted in a number of forward looking 
outcomes and decisions. These are:

•	 The	launch	of	the	first	Regional	State	of	Coast	report	
for the Western Indian region. The report’s aim is to 
integrate socio-economic and ecological systems in the 
region by using a uniform methodology to establish a 
baseline that can be monitored and to highlight main 
opportunities,	 describe	 successes	 and	 challenges,	
identify	 capacity	 building	 needs,	 identify	 knowledge	
gaps,	and	propose	policy	options.

•	 The	Contracting	Parties	also	among	others,	called	for	
regional guidelines on environmental management 
for	oil	and	gas	development,	and	asked	countries	and	
partners that are involved in oil and gas development 
to conduct and implement a regionally coordinated 
strategic	 environmental	 assessment,	 of	 social	 and	
environmental sustainability of oil and gas in the 
Western Indian Ocean Region.

•	 The	 Contracting	 Parties	 also	 called	 for	 a	 regional	
climate change strategy for the Nairobi Convention 
Area with recommendations that can be integrated into 
national climate change strategies with options for the 
development	of	policies,	programmes	and	projects	on	
climatic variability and climate change.

•	 The	 Contracting	 Parties	 recognised	 the	 contributions	
of partners including the Wildlife Conservation Society 
(WCS),	 and	 requested	 the	 Nairobi	 Convention	 and	
WCS to prepare a Regional Status Report on Sharks 
and Rays in the Western Indian Ocean.

•	 Significantly,	 the	 Contracting	 Parties	 called	 for	
cooperation in improving the governance of areas 
beyond	 national	 jurisdiction,	 by	 building	 on	 existing	
regional institutions including the Nairobi Convention 
and by developing area based management tools such 
as marine spatial planning to promote the blue economy 
pathways in the Western Indian Ocean Region.

•	 In	this	regard	the	Contracting	Parties	decided	that	each	
party should apply blue or ocean economy approaches 
as	 pathways	 for	 sustained	 economic	 growth,	 food	
security,	 poverty	 eradication,	 job	 creation	 and	
environmental	 sustainability;	 and	 lauded	 the	 efforts	
by	 the	by	Seychelles	on	 the	blue	economy,	Mauritius	
and South Africa (Operation Phakisa) with the ocean 
economy.

For	more	information	about	the	8th	COP,	please	visit	the	
website of the Nairobi Convention.
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Preparatory workshops for COP8 in Seychelles

The Eighth Conference of Parties to the Nairobi Convention 
for the Protection, Management and Development of the 
Marine and Coastal Environment of the Western Indian 
Ocean Region held in Mahe, Seychelles from 22-24 June 
2015, was preceded by the “Blue Economy and Ocean 
Governance Workshop” held from 17-18 June 2015, followed 
by “Partnerships Meeting” on 19 June 2015; and “Science 
to Policy Workshop” on 20 June 2015. These meetings 
provided key inputs to some of the decisions of COP8. 

Blue Economy and Ocean Governance 
Workshop
In line with the theme of COP8 and to set the scene for further 
discussions a two-day workshop on The Blue Economy and 
Ocean Governance was held on the 17th and 18th of June 
and was attended by 60 participants including government 
officials,	 the	 focal	 points	 of	 the	 Nairobi	 Convention,	 and	
regional	 and	 international	 organizations	 (NGOS,	 UN	
Agencies) and experts on Blue Economy. 

The workshop deliberated on key issues including the points 
that the Governments should take note of in relation to the 
Blue	Economy,	understanding	the	concept	and	principles	of	
the	Blue	Economy,	the	experiences	of	countries	of	the	WIO	
in	 the	 implementation	 of	 	 the	 Blue	 Economy,	 identifying	
barriers	to	the	Blue	Economy,	valuation	of	Marine	Ecosystem	
Goods	and	Services	in	the	Western	Indian	Ocean,	Identifying	
Opportunities	and	pathways	for	transitions	to	Blue	Economy,	
and Enabling Frameworks for the Blue Economy. 
The workshop took the form of several topical presentations 
on various aspects related to the Blue Economy and 
provided the opportunity for group work to discuss some 
of the opportunities and challenges facing the region with 
regard to sustainably developing ocean-based economic 
activities. Presentations included topics such as Building 
the	Blue	Economy	in	the	WIO	Region;	national	experiences	
in the development of a Blue Economy from South Africa 

and	Seychelles;	 harnessing	 the	Blue	Economy	 for	Eastern	
Africa’s	 development,	 covering	 the	 recommendations	 and	
conclusions of the 19th Meeting of the Intergovernmental 
Committee	of	Experts	(2-5	March	2015,	Madagascar)	on	the	
Blue Economy convened by the United Nations Economic 
Commission	 for	Africa	 (UNECA);	 Norway:	 a	 Blue,	 Blue	
Economy	Nation?;	 	valuation	of	marine	Ecosystem	Goods	
and	 Services	 in	 the	Western	 Indian	Ocean;	Understanding	
and Valuing the Marine Ecosystem Services of the Northern 
Mozambique	Channel;	and	the	National	Capital	Accounting	
system being used in Mauritius.
Some key recommendations came from the Blue Economy 
workshop including a general consensus that oceans are critical 
to	both	the	economy	and	life	support	systems	in	the	WIO	region;	
countries	 should	 take	 the	 AU	 definition	 of	 the	 Green/Blue	
Economy and develop objectives and pathways aimed towards 
maximising	benefits	from	the	ocean;	it	will	be	important	to	ensure	
that policy makers understand the concept of the Blue Economy 
and are well informed with the latest information in order to make 
decisions. The Nairobi Convention could continue to promote 
science to policy interactions on the Blue Economy.

Partnerships Meeting
The Partnership Meeting	held	on	19th	June,	was	organised	
by the Consortium for the Conservation of Coastal 
and Marine Ecosystems in the Western Indian Ocean 
(WIO-C),	and	hosted	locally	in	Seychelles	by	the	Citizens	
Engagement Platform (CEPS). The Partnership Meeting 
provided	the	WIO-C	membership,	its	partners	and	relevant	
stakeholders in the region with the opportunity to share 
experiences	and	best	practices,	contribute	and	monitor	the	
WIO region’s progress in the management of the marine 
and coastal environment. The partnership meeting was 
also used as a forum to discuss emerging socio-ecological 
threats	 in	 the	 face	 of	 resource	 use	 intensity,	 population	
pressure	and	climate	change,	and	challenges	that	the	WIO	

Participants at the official opening ceremony of the COP.
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countries	must	address,	as	well	as	identified	opportunities	
for	development	of	new	projects,	strengthening	the	existing	
partnerships and development of new programmes.

This meeting focused mainly on the important work of 
non-state	actors	in	the	WIO,	highlighting	the	points	that	the	
Governments should take note of in relation to partnerships 
in the management of Coastal and Marine Environment of 
the	 Region,	 synergies	 with	 the	 various	 interventions	 and	
initiatives	driven	by	non-state	actors	in	the	WIO	Region;	how	
these	initiatives	will	support	government	action,	and	who	the	
initiatives could potentially partner with in the region. 
Two	reports	were	presented	during	the	meeting;	the	first	
was a Regional Synthesis report on the Status of Birds 
in the Marine and Coastal Environment of the Nairobi 
Convention Area by Birdlife International and the 
second was a Wildlife Conservation Society progress 
report on the Regional Review of Sharks and Rays of the 
Southwest Indian Ocean. This was followed by a number 
of presentations and discussions on emerging issues and 
areas	requiring	decisions	delivered	by	intergovernmental	
organisations,	other	partners,	and	WIO-C	members.
There	were	group	discussions	that	deliberated	on	questions	
such	 as:	What	 are	 the	 needs	 of	 partners	 (NGOs,	 private	
sector and multi-lateral organisations) from the governments 
of	WIO	region?;	How	can	access	to	funding	be	improved		
through	 joint	 programming?;	 what	 are	 the	 opportunities	
available for joint programming between  organizations 
and	 the	Nairobi	Convention?;	What	 needs	 to	 be	 done	 to	
pursue	these	opportunities?;	How	are	the	existing	and	new	
partnerships sustained beyond the COP8? 
As	with	the	Blue	Economy	Workshop,	a	set	of	recommendations	
from the partnership meeting was forwarded to the Science to 
Policy,	and	Experts	Workshops	for	further	review,	integration	
into	the	new	work	programme	for	the	Nairobi	Convention,	and	
for	decisions	for	the	Heads	of	Delegation	meeting.

The Science to Policy Meeting 
The Science to Policy was held on the 29th June at Avani 
Hotel	 and	 sixty	 participants	 including	 researchers	 and	
scientists,	government	officials,	the	focal	points	of	the	Nairobi	
Convention,	experts	from	national	government	institutions,	
and	regional	and	international	partner	organizations	(NGOS,	
UN Agencies) were in attendance. As with the preceding two 
meetings,	the	Minister	for	Environment,	Energy	and	Climate	
Change	in	Seychelles,	Mr	Didier	Dogley,	officially	opened	
the Science to Policy Workshop. 

This	was	 the	first	 time	 that	such	a	meeting	was	organized	
during a conference of parties and this was in response to 
the decision of COP7. The objectives of the meeting were 
to	discuss	how	to	enhance	the	science/policy	interface	and	
incorporate	scientific	research	into	policy	frameworks	and	to	
identify policy gaps based on emerging issues and translation 
of	scientific	results	into	policy	options.
The workshop deliberated on key issues including the 
Regional	 State	 of	 the	 Coast	 Report,	 The	 Draft	 Nairobi	
Convention	 Climate	 Change	 Strategy,	 various	 programs	
and initiatives in the Western Indian Ocean region and the 
opportunities for coordination of activities by the Nairobi 
Convention,	science	to	policy	engagements	and	the	role	of	
the Forum for Academic and Research Institutions (FARI) in 
the science-policy interface.
The meeting came up with several key recommendations that 
were taken forward for decisions by the heads of delegation 
at the Conference of Parties meeting.
All	in	all,	the	three	preparatory	technical	meetings	provided	
a	solid	foundation	for	the	political	process	that	followed,	and	
contributed constructively to the formulation of decisions 
that were taken at the COP 8. This process provided a 
working example of the science to policy dialogue and the 
model	 used	 is	 likely	 to	 become	 the	 norm	 in	 subsequent	
Nairobi Convention COPs.

Inaugural State of the Coast Report for the Western Indian Ocean 
Region Launched

The first Regional State of the Coast Report for the Western 
Indian Ocean was launched with a landmark online signing 
of the Foreword and Preface of the Report by the Minister 
for Environment, Energy and Climate Change Mr. Didier 
Dogley and the United Nations Environment Programme 
Executive Director and Under-Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, Dr. Achim Steiner respectively, at the 
Savoy Resort and Spa in Mahe, Seychelles on the 22nd of 
June 2015. The report was launched and digitally signed, 
during the 8th Conference of Parties (COP) of the Nairobi 
Convention held on the 22-24 of June 2015. 
The	report,	launched	during	the	30th	Anniversary	of	the	
enactment	 of	 the	 Nairobi	 Convention,	 marked	 several	
important	firsts	 for	 the	Convention,	 the	 region	 and	 for	
the hosts of the 8th COP-the Government of Seychelles. 

Dr. Achim Steiner and Mr. Didier Dogley signing the online 
version of the Regional State of the Coast Report.
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•	 8 Parts

•	 36 Chapters

•	 77 Figures

•	 57 Tables

•	 50	Boxes	(with	extra	figures)

•	 546 pages

•	 33 authors

For	Seychelles,	 the	launch	marked	the	first	ever	online	
signing done in the country. For the Convention and the 
region,	 the	 report	 is	 the	 first	 comprehensive	 regional	
synthesis to provide insight into the enormous economic 
potential	 around	 the	Western	 Indian	Ocean	 (WIO),	 the	
consequential	demand	for	marine	ecosystem	goods	and	
services	to	match	the	increasing	human	population,	the	
pace and scale of environmental changes taking place 
in the region and the opportunities to avoid serious 
degradation	 in	 one	 of	 the	 world’s	 unique	 and	 highly	
biodiverse	 oceans.	 Secondly,	 in	 producing	 the	 Report,	
the	region	becomes	the	first	Regional	Seas	Programme	
to	 produce	 its	 Regional	 State	 of	 Coast	 Report,	 based	
on the format and structure of the UN-coordinated 
World Oceans Assessment. This is indeed a remarkable 
achievement that has without doubt set the standard 
for	other	Regional	Seas	Programmes	to	follow!	For	the	
Convention,	 the	 launch	 of	 the	 report	 during	 the	 30th	
Anniversary of the Convention provides the Convention 
with	the	basis	for	reflection	on	where	it	is	coming	from	
and where it would wish to be in another thirty years from 
now.	 In	 addition,	 the	 launch	 during	
the 8th COP added a new dimension 
to the Convention’s efforts to bridge 
the science-to-policy interface as 
well as provided the basis for some of 
the key decisions of the Meeting and 
will contribute to the Convention’s 
Work Programme for 2018-2022 
and follow-up interventions to be 
developed.

The coordination of the technical 
process of the production of the 
report was led by WIOMSA on behalf 
of the Convention and it involved a 
representative set of scientists with broad experience 
in the region. WIOMSA brought together the Editor- 
Prof.	 José	Paula,	5	 lead	authors	and	33	authors,	experts	
from	a	 range	of	disciplines,	 to	write	 the	Report	 as	well	
as	 involving	decision-makers	at	different	 levels,	various	
UN	organizations,	 partners	 and	donors	 from	within	 and	
outside	 the	 region,	 to	 contribute	 in	 the	 different	 stages	
of the production of the report. The main objectives of 
the report are to provide a comprehensive baseline on the 
state	of	the	coast,	to	highlight	the	main	opportunities,	to	
describe	 successes	 and	 challenges,	 to	 identify	 capacity	
building	needs,	to	identify	knowledge	gaps,	and	to	propose	
policy options. The report examines the environmental 
threats in the region and calls for stronger transboundary 
cooperation,	 integrated	 coastal	 management,	 and	 a	
surge in marine conservation areas to protect its pristine 
ecosystems. 

The	 Editor	 of	 the	 Report,	 Prof.	 Paula,	 delivered	 a	
presentation on the 546 page report during its launch. 
The	 presentation	 covered	 the	 content,	 mandate,	
methodology,	and	some	key	findings	of	the	assessment	

and policy recommendations proposed by the report. 

Hon.	Minister	Dougley	lauded	the	production	of	the	report	
and congratulated the Nairobi Convention and the experts 
who produced the report for a well written and exhaustive 
report.	He	said	that	the	completion	of	the	report	was	very	
timely	 as	 it	 gave	 policy	makers	 a	 sound,	 scientific	 and	
knowledge based assessment on the status and value of 
resources of the Indian Ocean as well as the opportunities 
that	exist	therein,	to	assist	them	in	decision	making.	“You	
cannot	manage	what	you	cannot	measure;	and	what	you	
cannot	understand,	you	cannot	take	action	upon,	and	you	
cannot	 draft	 policies	 and	 strategies	 to	 make	 it	 work”,	
Minister Dougley said. The minister commended the 
current movement of the Contracting Parties towards the 
new	frontier-	an	ocean	based	economy.	He	noted	the	efforts	
of	countries	like	Mauritius,	Seychelles	and	South	Africa	
in implementing the Blue Economy approach and urged 
other countries to follow suit. “The opportunities are there 
for	us	 to	 take	advantage	of.	But	before	we	can	do	 that,	

we	need	to	have	the	right	knowledge,	
the right abilities and the right 
technologies	 to	 do	 it	 well,”	 he	 said,	
adding that a lack of such knowledge 
could lead to a destruction of the very 
concept. The minister cited climate 
change as one of the worst challenges 
particularly for small island states and 
said that all the collaborative efforts 
to develop ocean economies will go 
to waste if the issue of climate change 
is not addressed and that the report 
gave a basis for beginning to address 
some of these challenges.

Speaking	 at	 the	 launch,	 Dr.	Achim	 Steiner,	 stated	 that	 the	
Western	Indian	Ocean’s	pristine	ecosystems,	valued	at	US	$25	
Billion annually was in many aspects totally underestimated 
and probably not a very well understood asset to planet earth. 
He	remarked	that	while	much	focus	and	attention	were	being	
put	on	the	financial	crisis	of	a	single	country	in	one	continent	of	
Europe,	the	economic	significance	of	the	8000	Km	of	coastline,	
with tens of millions of the world’s population deriving their 
livelihoods,	and	 the	 impact	of	 its	ecosystem	services	 to	 the	
future	 of	 communities,	 countries	 and	 the	 whole	 Western	
Indian Ocean Region was being ignored and that not much 
is known about Africa or its coasts by the rest of the world. In 
contrast,	its	value	was	of	great	significance	and	a	valuable	asset	
to	the	region,	as	demonstrated	by	the	regional	state	of	the	coast	
report.	“From	fisheries	to	tourism,	to	energy,	oceans	support	
approximately 350 million jobs worldwide. When about half 
of the population of African countries along the West Indian 
Ocean	will	live	in	the	coastal	zone	by	2020,	this	region	has	
the capacity to drive employment and economic growth for 
countries	up	and	down,	and	off	the	coast,”	said	Dr.	Steiner.	Dr.	
Steiner noted that the nearly pristine ecosystems were facing 
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The MASMA Program Committee approves Two Capacity Building 
Workshop Proposals for funding

The MASMA Programme Committee met in mid-May 
in Zanzibar to review proposals submitted in response 
to a call for proposals to support the organization of 
training	courses/workshops	and	publications	of	books	and	
manuals.	A	 total	 of	 nineteen	 proposals	were	 submitted,	
of which two were approved for funding. The approved 
proposals	 are:	 The	 Student	 Workshops:	 Connecting,	
Collaborating,	Matching	will	 run	 as	 a	 side	 event	 at	 the	
first	 Humpback	 Whale	 World	 Congress	 2015	 and	 the	
regional	 training	 workshop	 on	 larval	 fish	 identification	
and early life history science.

increasing	 threats:	 “But	 as	 coastal	 centres	 urbanize,	maritime	 resources	 are	
being	stretched	and	stressed.	Crustacean	stocks	in	the	region,	for	example,	are	
mostly fully exploited or overexploited as countries endeavour to feed growing 
populations.”	He	advocated	 for	 the	practice	of	a	Blue	Economy.	“The	way	
forward is toward a healthy West Indian Ocean that drives sustainable growth 
along	its	shores,	 improving	human	well-being	and	social	equality	along	the	
way. This is what we term the Blue Economy. The Blue Economy advocates 
for long-term prosperity for coastal peoples through the long-term plenty of 
their	greatest	resource,”	he	added.

The State of the Coast Report for the Western Indian Ocean can be viewed here:
http://www.unep.org/NairobiConvention/Publications/Regional_State_
of_Coast_Report_for_the_Western_Indian_Ocean.asp

The student workshop proposal was submitted by 
CETAMADA	which	is	a	Malagasy	association,	established	
in	2009,	working	for	the	conservation	of	marine	mammals	
and their habitats in Madagascar and the University of 
Antananarivo. The workshop aims at providing students 
who	 will	 be	 attending	 the	 Congress,	 with	 an	 interactive	
learning	 experience	 with	 other	 fellow	 students,	 and	
experienced	scientists,	managers	and	other	relevant	experts	
in	the	field	of	Cetacean	biology.	The	workshop	envisions	
increased capacity for cetacean research and action in the 
region	&	a	shared	data	set	for	Humpback	Whale	research	
Matching Platform Learning. It uses a 3 pronged approach 
to work toward contributing to this vision i.e. Connecting- 
Collaboration - Matching Platform Learning. The student 
workshop	will	create	a	unique	setting	for	interdisciplinary	
collaborations between Marine conservation disciplines as 
a strategy to address the migratory nature of the humpback 
whale species. Secondly it will promote regional and 
international collaboration to generate knowledge of 
existence	of	vital	breeding	areas	in	WIO,	which	is	currently	
unknown.	 Thirdly,	 it	 will	 also	 promote	 application	 of	
collaborative gathering of data for the development 
and implementation of a ‘Matching’ platform in the 
Indian Ocean. This is to be achieved through the training 
workshops	that	are	divided	in	three	themes	namely	Tagging,	
Database,	 and	 Distance	 Sampling	 to	 teach	 the	 uniform	
approaches. The Workshop was held at the Ile Sainte Marie 
in Madagascar from June 29th to July 3rd. 

The Regional State of the Coast Report.

Participants of the Humpback Whale World Congress 2015 for 
which the MASMA Program funded a capacity building side event.

http://www.unep.org/NairobiConvention/Publications/Regional_State_of_Coast_Report_for_the_Western_Indian_Ocean.asp
http://www.unep.org/NairobiConvention/Publications/Regional_State_of_Coast_Report_for_the_Western_Indian_Ocean.asp
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The	regional	training	workshop	on	larval	fish	identification	
and early life history science will be held in Nelson Mandela 
Metropolitan	 University	 (NMMU),	 Port	 Elizabeth,	 South	
Africa from 2-9th November 2015 back to back with the 
9th	WIOMSA	scientific	symposium.	The	training	workshop	
aims to develop interest and build capacity of young 
scientists	and	students	 in	 larval	fish	 identification	and	fish	
systematics and early life history science. Additionally the 
training will aim to establish a network of scientists with 
interests	in	larval	fish	identification	in	each	country	with	the	
responsibility	of	processing	fish	larvae	in	their	countries.	It	
targets	to	train	10	junior	scientists	doing	fisheries	research	
who	 responsibilities	 of	 larval	 fish	 identification,	 technical	
personnel	 in	executing	agencies	collecting	 larval	fishes	or	
research	institutions	and	students	doing	larval	fish	research	
in the region’s. This workshop builds on previous initiatives 
in the region including the SAREC Sponsored “Basic Course 

in	marine	zooplankton	and	fish	larvae	ecology	held	at	IMS,	
Zanzibar	17th	-	28th	October,	1994,	The	SAREC	Sponsored	
Advanced	Zooplankton	and	fish	larvae	ecology	course	held	
in	Seychelles	Fishing	Authority,	Mahe,	Seychelles,	20th	Feb	
-	3rd	March,	1995	by	Prof.	Vidar	Oresland	and	co-scientists,	
the MASMA- funded project “Larval settlement rates and 
fish	recruitment	dynamics	 in	protected	and	protected	reefs	
in coastal East Africa and the MASMA- funded project 
book “A Guide to Commonly occurring Larval Stages of 
Fishes	in	Kenyan	Coastal	waters	in	2014.	The	8	days	course	
will	 provide	 an	 Introduction	 to	 Ichthyoplankton,	 Southern	
African/WIO	 fish	 order	 level	 information,	 Fish	 larvae	
Sampling,	Field	and	Laboratory	Based	Training	Activities,	
Applications	for	larval	fish	research,	Data	summarisation	and	
standardization. Two key outputs of the workshop will be the 
establishment of a network and development of a database of 
scientists	working	on	larval	fishes	in	the	WIO	region

Marine Research Grants awarded to WIO Scientists

MARG I Grants awarded in 2015-2016
Based on the numbers of MARG I proposed received by 
WIOMSA in 2015 and the profile of the proponents, it is 
evidently clear that MARG I is still playing an important 
role in supporting research in the region across the scientific 
community from scientists who have just completed their 
MSc to those who have completed their PhDs more than 
five years ago. And also for the first time, female applicants 
were more successful than their male counterparts. 

Following a call for proposals for MARG I Grants for 
2015,	seventy	proposals	for	were	received,	of	which	28	
and 42 were by female and male applicants respectively. 
The MARG I selection committee awarded 15 MARG I 
projects	this	year,	the	majority	of	which	went	to	female	
applicants (Figure 2). The highest number of applications 
was	 from	Kenya,	Tanzania	and	South	Africa,	while	 the	
Comoros & Madagascar submitted the least proposals 
(Figure 1). There were no proposals from the Seychelles.

Figure 1. Applications received and MARG I Grants awarded 
in each country.

Figure 2. Proportion of MARG I grants awarded Female:Male.

The MARG I Review Team.
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The scientists awarded MARG I this year included 5 
experienced scientists who completed their education 
earlier than 2011 and 10 young scientists - 5 of whom  
recently completed their education and are working on 
their	 first	major	 individual	 projects	 and	 the	 other	 5	 are		
undertaking research as part of their MSc and PhD student 
projects. 5 projects were awarded MARG I grants from 
each of these categories (Table 1).

Table 1. MARG I awards to scientists at different levels of their 
careers.

Last Graduation Applications Awards %

After 2011 (young scientists) 22 5 33.3

Before 2011 (Experienced scientists) 14 5 33.3

MSc students 13 2 13.3

PhD students 21 3 20.0

Table 2. MARG I Grantees 2015.

Title

Participatory	assessment	of	priority	fishery	profiles	for	an	
overfished	urban	inshore	seascape	in	Kenya

Development of molecular resources to facilitate genetic studies of 
groupers (Serranidae) in the Western Indian Ocean

Processes underlying the large-scale genetic structure of the Sooty 
Tern (Onychoprion fuscatus) in the tropical western Indian Ocean 
and implications for regional harvest management and conservation

Examining	the	population	structure	of	yellowfin	tuna	(Thunnus 
albacares)	in	southern	Africa	using	a	next-generation	sequencing	
technique

Integrating biogeochemical records of land use and climate change 
in a coral reef ecosystem from the Southwest Indian Ocean

An	evaluation	of	the	impact	of	bait	in	the	basket	trap	fishery	along	
the	Kenyan	Coast.

Competitive	strategies	among	small-scale	fishers	and	traders	
in	Kenya’s	marine	waters	fisheries:	Implications	on	market	
performance

Using stable isotope signatures to examine sewage pollution 
status at Ocean Road and Oyster Bay-Dar Es Salaam and Nunge - 
Bagamoyo	Beaches,	Tanzania	

Effects	of	MPAs	on	connectivity	by	fish	among	tropical	coastal	
ecosystem (with focus on seagrass beds) at Southern and Northern 
of	Mozambique.

Some aspects of biology of Pomacanthus species (Pomacanthus 
imperator,	P. chrysurus, P. semicirculatus and P. maculosus) along 
the	Kenyan	Coast

Characterization	of	fisheries	resources	for	water	reservoirs	of	the	
solar	salt	works	in	Ungwana	Bay,	Kenya.

Assessment of REDD+ pilot project on mangrove forest condition 
and	livelihoods	in	Unguja	Island,	Tanzania

Assessment	of	causes	and	consequences	of	red	colouration	in	
marine	waters	around	Muambe,	Pemba,	Tanzania

The role of low levels of kelp (Ecklonia maxima) inclusion in the 
digestive	physiology	of	cultured	South	African	abalone,	Haliotis	
midae,	fed	artificial	feeds.

Classification	of	Tanzanian	Estuaries:	for	sustainable	conservation,	
management and ecosystem services provision

Researcher

Johnstone 
Omukoto 
Omuhaya

Kerry	Reid

Daniel	Keith	
Danckwerts

Rachel Brenna 
Mullins

Joanna 
KOLASINSKI

Fatma	Hassan	
Manyenze

Andrew 
Wamukota

Blandina Robert 
Lugendo

Damboia 
Ndangalila Cossa

Clay Okoth 
Obota

Petronilla Masika 
Mwangudza

Rukia Abdallah 
Kitula

Salim Mzee 
Mohammed

Aldi Nel 

Lulu	Tunu	Kaaya	

Institutional affiliation

Kenya	Marine	&	Fisheries	
Research Institute

University of Pretoria

Rhodes University

Rhodes University

University of ReUnion 
Island

Kenya	Marine	&	Fisheries	
Research Institute

COMRED

University of Dar es Salaam

Eduardo Mondlane 
University

Kenya	Marine	&	Fisheries	
Research Institute

Pwani University

Institute of Marine Sciences

Institute of Marine Sciences

Rhodes University

University of Dar es Salaam 

Country

Kenya

 
South Africa

South Africa

South Africa

ReUnion

Kenya

Kenya

Tanzania

Mozambique

Kenya

Kenya

Tanzania

Tanzania

South Africa

Tanzania
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Approved Marine 
Research Grants II 
(MARG II) 
A total of 8 MARG II grants were 
awarded in the period January - June 
2015.	MARG	II	grants	are	awarded,	
by	 WIOMSA,	 to	 individual	
scientists for the purpose of sharing 
or gaining technical experience 
as well as data processing and 
manuscript	 write	 up,	 within	 the	
WIO	region	and,	where	necessary,	
outside the region. The awardees are 
from	Kenya,	Tanzania,	Seychelles,	
and Madagascar. Five of the eight 
applicants are PhD students who 
requested	 the	 grants	 to	 support	
visits to other institutions mostly for 
data analysis and analytical work.

	 Name	and	affiliation	

1	 Peter	Michael	Oduor-Odote,	Kenya	
Marine and Fisheries Research Institute 
(KMFRI)

2	 Edda	Miray	Fitahia,		IH.	SM,	
Madagascar

3	 Béatrice	Elisa	RASOANIRINA,	IH.	SM,	
Madagascar

4	 Daniel	A.	Shilla,	Department	of	Aquatic	
Sciences	and	Fisheries,	University	of	Dar	
es Salaam

5	 Judith	Okello,	Kenya	Marine	and	
Fisheries	Research	Institute	(KMFRI)

6	 Stephanie	Hollanda,	Seychelles	Fishing	
Authority (SFA)

7	 Gedice	FERNAND,		IH.SM,	University	
of Toliara

8	 Pascal	Zawadi	Thoya,	Kenya	Marine	and	
Fisheries	Research	Institute	(KMFRI)

Visited Institution

University	of	Surrey,	the	United	Kingdom	as	
part of his PhD

Faculty	of	Pharmacy,	University	of	Nantes	as	part	
of her PhD
University	of	Mons,	Belgium	as	part	of	her	PhD

Stake	Key	Laboratory	of	Estuarine	and	Coastal	
Research,	East	China	Normal	University,	China	
for analytical work and data analysis
Vrije	Universiteit	Brussel,	Belgium	to	finalize	and	
defend her PhD
IRD	UMR	MARBEC,	Sete,	France	for	analytical	
work and data analysis
Faculty	of	Pharmacy,	University	of	Nantes	
(France)	for	data	analysis	and	finalization	of	the	
PhD thesis
Stockholm	Resilience	Centre,	Stockholm	
University,	Sweden	for	data	analysis	and	writing	
of papers

The first workshop on Capacity building for Impact held in Zanzibar
In	 recent	 years,	many	major	 agencies	 funding	 research	
have	 been	 requiring	 researchers	 to	 not	 only	 aim	
for achieving academic excellence but also support 
development	impact	through	their	research.	Since	2012,	
WIOMSA through its Marine Science for Management 
(MASMA)	program	requires	that	the	proposals	submitted	
for funding to clearly show the potential contribution 
of	 their	research	to	 impacts	and	behavioural	and	social/
environmental changes. Experiences from reviewing 
submitted proposals have shown that regional scientists 
find	 it	 challenging	 to	 develop	more	 detailed	 ‘pathways	
to impact’ for their research projects. It is for this reason 
that the MASMA Programme Committee decided to start 
organizing a series of workshops to assist researchers to 
define,	plan	for	and	track	the	impact	of	their	research.

The	 first	 training	workshop	 on	Capacity	 building	 for	
Impact	was	held	from	11-12	June	2015	in	Stonetown,	
Zanzibar. The training attracted 14 participants 
from	 Kenya,	 Madagascar,	 Mauritius,	 Mozambique,	
Seychelles,	and	Tanzania.	The	purpose	of	the	workshop	
was to increase the capacity for development of strategies 
and activities for research impact within academic 
research organisations in the WIO region. This training 
program	is	based	on	proven	methodologies,	tools	and	
frameworks for impact generation has been developed 
by Chalmers University of Technology of Sweden in 
collaboration with partner universities. Participants in 
the	first	training	were	experts	in	Mariculture,	and	it	is	
expected that the training has prepared them to respond 
adequately	 to	 the	 upcoming	 call	 for	 commissioned	
research focusing on Mariculture.

Group photo of participants of the Capacity Building for 
Impact workshop.

The	training	was	divided	in	two,	the	first	stage	was	a	three-
day	training	workshop	session,	during	which	participants	
gained	knowledge	on	frameworks	and	tools,	which	will	
enable them to develop strategies for impact and design 
activities around research that facilitates and enables 
impact in society.  The training introduced some of the 
Innovation	 framework	 tools;	 5	 frameworks	 and	 3	 tools	
were	 discussed	 including	 the	 “Knowledge-Innovation-
Impact”	 Framework	 and	 “Impact	 Process”	 Framework,	
the	 Innovation	Assets	 Inventory	 tool,	 the	 Impact	Circle	
tool,	 and	 the	Utilization	Canvas	 tool.	 Participants	 used	
these tools in practical exercises referencing their own 
projects and in discussing their individual research. They 
were able to assess if their projects actually lead to change 
on the society and whether the focus was on the long-term 
change and societal change. 
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A	course	evaluation	using	the	Appreciative	inquiry	method	
(AI) was administered at the end of the session which 
provided participants the opportunity to express their 
personal views on aspects of the training course covered. 
The majority expressed their satisfaction with the approach 
used in delivering the course and the relevance of the 
course in their research work. Participants also noted the 
introduction of a new approach to their development of 
research proposals and research projects using the new tools 
in the innovation process which they found to be relevant 
and practical to use. Some of the improvements proposed 
for	the	next	course	may	include	requirement	for	participants	

to make a pre-submission of the current frameworks they 
may be familiar with in order to compare these with the 
innovation	training,	the	inclusion	of	a	field	visit	at	the	end	
of	the	training,	and	more	gender	balance	when	inviting	the	
course participants. They expressed their satisfaction with 
the delivery of the course by the course facilitator and the 
hosting of the course by WIOMSA secretariat. 

The second stage of the training is to be carried out via 
teleconference in smaller groups (2-4) of participants at a 
time	to	discuss	progress	on	identified	impact	opportunities,	
as well as progress on the integration of the methodologies 
in their research activities.

The University of Dar es Salaam Research Week Strategy Leads to a 
Win the Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair.  By Aviti John Mmochi, 
Institute of Marine Science, University of Dar es Salaam

The	University	 of	Dar	 es	 Salaam	 (UDSM),	 in	 the	 past	 a	
habitual winner at the Dar es Salaam International Trade 
Fair	(DITF)	exhibition,	has	not	won	anything	since	2012.		In	
2015,	UDSM	decided	to	do	things	differently	and	the	result	
was	a	return	to	winning	ways	with	an	overall	3rd	place	finish	
at	 the	DITF	exhibition	and	the	first	place	in	the	education	
category!	 Usually,	 to	 select	 exhibitors	 for	 the	 trade	 fair,	
different units from the university prepare exhibitions which 
are assessed by the Directorate of Public Service (DoPS) 
and the successful ones are selected to participate in the 
DITF. This year the university chose to select the exhibitors 
for the fair competitively. The process of selection started 
with the organization of competitions between academicians 
working	in	different	research	activities/projects	first	at	unit	
level	 (The	 Institute	 of	 Marine	 Science,	 Zanzibar	 held	 a	
Research	Week	on	the	22	-	23	April	2015);	followed	by	the	
best three competing at the University level at during the 
University	Research	Week	held	on	the	18th	-	20th	May,	2015	
at	the	Mwalimu	Nyerere	Campus	grounds,	where	they	were	
again ranked. The theme of the UDSM research week was 
“Utilization	of	Research	Results	for	Improved	Livelihoods”.	

The Institute of Marine Sciences (IMS) Research Week 
competition teams constituted 4 main projects:

1.	 Fish	 farming,	 pearl	 farming,	 shell	 polishing	 and	
the	 IMS	Aquarium	 by	 Drs	Aviti	 John	Mmochi	 and	
Nariman Jiddawi

2. Seaweed farming and value addition by Drs Flower 
Ezekiel	Msuya	and	Margareth	Kyewalyanga

3. Information and communication technologies (ICT) 
and the National Oceanographic Data Centre by Dr 
Christopher	 Muhando,	 Christopher	 Mhagama	 and	 Ali	
Haji	Komba

4. IMS Library by the IMS Librarian Ms Abdalla Uki

The IMS research week took place at IMS grounds.  The 1st 
day	was	a	daylong	conference	that	was	attended	by	scientists,	
alumni,	 invited	 stakeholders	 and	 media.	 The	 second	 day	
was an open day for the public where the different research 
activities were exhibited and assessed by judges appointed 
by	the	DoPS.	The	event,	which	was	advertised	in	the	main	
media including Television Zanzibar (TVZ) and Tanzania 
Broadcasting	 Corporation	 (TBC),	 attracted	 different	
stakeholders and the general public who were amazed at the 
amount of research and results produced by IMS. Drs Msuya 
and	Kyewalyanga	emerged	1st,	followed	by	Drs	Mmochi	and	
Jiddawi	who	were	ranked	2nd	while	Dr	Muhando,	Mhagama	
and	Kombo	were	the	3rd.		The	three	were	invited	to	represent	
IMS	in	the	University	level	competition	constituting	the	first	
three	winners	from	all	the	colleges,	schools	and	institutes	of	
UDSM. This totalled 16 teams with 48 competitors. 

At	the	UDSM	level,	Drs	Mmochi	and	Jiddawi	emerged	4th,	
Drs	Msuya	 and	Kyewalyanga	were	 	 ranked	 5th	while	Dr	
Muhando,	Mhagama	and	Ali	Haji	Kombo	came	in	at	number		
33.	Accordingly,	despite	missing	the	top	three	positions,	IMS	
featured strongly in the UDSM competitions. While the 1st 
three	overall	winners	won	certificates	and	monetary	rewards,	
all the three winners at the unit level were given awards in 

Part of the IMS Team - Dr. Mmochi, Dr. Msuya and Dr. 
Kyewalyanga at the Trade Fair.



the closing ceremony by the Vice-Chancellor of UDSM. The 
three winning projects in every institution were also given 
in-kind	awards	including	certificates	by	the	Vice	Chancellor.	
The three IMS winners were given Zanzibar Chests.

The winners were also asked to represent UDSM in DITF 
which started on the 28th June and ended on the 8th July 
2015,	with	the	theme	“Linking	Production	to	Markets”.	I	
have been representing IMS in the trade fair since 2007 but 

I	have	not	seen	such	a	variety	and	splendour	of	scientific	and	
innovative displays as I witnessed this year. It is no wonder 
therefore that the UDSM emerged the 3rd overall winner 
behind National Social Security Fund (NSSF) and Export 
Processing Zones Authority (EPZA) and the 1st in the 
education category ahead of all higher learning institutions 
registered by Tanzania Commission of Universities and 
National Council for Technical Education (NACTE).

New Publications

Offshore	fisheries	of	the	Southwest	Indian	Ocean:	their	status	and	the	impact	on	vulnerable	species
This	book	brings	together	in	one	volume	the	status	of	some	of	the	region’s	largest	fisheries	with	an	evaluation	
of	the	impact	these	fisheries	impose	on	vulnerable	organisms.	This	multi-authored	compendium	is	broadly	
based on results generated by the Southwest Indian Ocean Fisheries Project (SWIOFP) and deals with 
offshore	fisheries	in	the	EEZ	of	nine	countries	in	the	Southwest	Indian	Ocean.	Included	are	trawl	and	trap	
fisheries	for	crustaceans,	a	range	of	pelagic	fisheries,	as	well	as	a	diversity	of	demersal	fisheries.	For	each	
of	these	sectors	several	databases,	a	range	of	research	cruises	and	a	wide	spectrum	of	literature	is	analysed	
to	reflect	historic	trends	and	report	on	the	status	of	selected	key	species.	Attention	is	given	to	the	dilemma	
of	bycatch	whilst	individual	chapters	are	devoted	to	the	status	of	vulnerable	biota	namely	seabirds,	marine	
mammals,	elasmobranchs,	sea	turtles	and	threatened	teleost	fishes.

This	volume	concludes	with	an	identification	of	59	of	the	region’s	biodiversity	hotspots	that	justify	special	protection	
and can serve as biodiversity reference sites.
Publication of this has been made possible by the generous support of the Government of Sweden and the Global 
Environmental Facility (GEF) through the Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association.
Book citation: Van der Elst RP and Everett BI. 2015. (eds). Offshore fisheries of the Southwest Indian Ocean: their status 
and the impact on vulnerable species.	Oceanographic	Research	Institute,	Special	Publication,	10.	448pp.

Policy	Brief:	Bridging	the	gap	between	science,	management	and	decision-making
This policy brief summarized results of the WIOMSA-funded project entitled ‘Use of Research Outputs by 
Management Authorities: Assessment of Current Practices and Identification of Capacity Building Needs. 
The	aims	of	the	study	were	to	improve	the	understanding	of	how	scientific	information	is	 integrated	in	
marine	and	coastal	management	under	different	institutional	arrangements;	and	contribute	to	establishing	
the effectiveness of relationships between scientists and decision-makers in addressing management issues.
The	brief	was	produced	by	the	Louis	Celliers	of	CSIR,	South	Africa	and	Sergio	Rosendo	of	Universidade	
Nova de Lisboa.
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Course announcement
Regional Training workshop on larval fish 
identification and early life history science
An announcement is made for a Regional Training workshop on larval 
fish	identification	and	early	life	history	science	to	be	held	at	the	Nelson	
Mandela	 Metropolitan	 University	 (NMMU),	 Port	 Elizabeth,	 South	
Africa from 2-9 November 2015. The training is targeted at junior 
scientists	 in	 the	WIO	 doing	 fisheries	 research	with	 responsibilities	 of	
larval	 fish	 identification,	 technical	 personnel	 in	 executing	 agencies	
collecting	larval	fishes	or	research	institutions	and	students	doing	larval	
fish	research.	The	course	intends	to	develop	interest	and	build	capacity	in	
larval	fish	identification	and	learn	more	about	fish	systematics	and	early	
life history science. The training will have both theoretical and practical 
classes	which	will	include	field	based	and	laboratory	activities.

Selection of participants
Participants will be selected mainly from the Western Indian Ocean 
region	who	have	had	experience	working	with	fish	larvae.	The	course	
announcement and application forms are available at the WIOMSA 
website. Applicants must be at minimum graduate students or technical 
personnel	working	in	Government	Research	Institutions,	35	years	old	
or less. They must demonstrate interest in the training by sending a 
one	page	letter	of	motivation	on	why	they	want	to	attend	this	training,	
and what they intend to do after the training. Selected participants 
will	be	notified	by	e-mail.	The	deadline	for	application	is	31st	August	
2015.	Duly	filled	application	forms,	CV,	letter	of	motivation	and	one	
recommendation letter should be sent to:
James Mwaluma: babaallan@yahoo.com
CC:  
Nadine Strydom nadine.strydom@nmmu.ac.za

WIOMSA	is	pleased	to	announce	a	new	online	payment	service	for	Annual	Membership	Fees,	Symposium	Registration	Fees	and	
Purchase of publications. Access the service here  http://www.wiomsa.org/online-payments/
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