
The Ninth WIOMSA Symposium Photo Contest: “Knowledge - improving lives in ocean and coastal systems”
As part of the activities planned for the Ninth WIOMSA Symposium to be held in the Wild Coast, South Africa from the 26-31 October 2015, WIOMSA, the University of KwaZulu-Natal and the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR) are delighted to launch the Symposium Photo Contest

Theme:  “Knowledge - improving lives in ocean and coastal systems”. 

How to enter
Contestants can enter photos taken using digital cameras only. Each photo should be 
accompanied by a short catchy caption, which describes it as well as where and when it 
was taken. Entries should be sent via e-mail to: secretary@wiomsa.org or post a CD to:

WIOMSA, 
Att. Lilian Omolo, 
P.O. Box 3298, 
Zanzibar, Tanzania.

The deadline for submission of the photographs is 31 August 2015.

The contest will harness photo talent to demonstrate how knowledge is being used to improve the 
quality of life in ocean and coastal systems in the Western Indian Ocean. Photo contest entries should 
illustrate ideas of linking science and research to livelihoods; to management of ocean and coastal 
resources; to the day to day activities of coastal communities. The photos can depict any kind of scene 
from marine and coastal environment in the region, both above and under the ocean surface. They can 
also illustrate human activities, research and environmental impact and wildlife 

The Judging Panel will select up to 30 photos based on originality, creativity, clarity and overall 
impact, good composition, focus, aesthetics and technical excellence of the photos. The selected 
photos will form a photo exhibition to be held at the Symposium during the week and all Symposium 
participants will be able to vote for their photo of choice. The winners will be announced during the 
symposium and the winning entries will also be posted on the WIOMSA website. Attractive prizes 
will be given to the first three winners of the contest. 

Who can participate?
The contest is open to anyone who is interested.

Rules and conditions
Each contestant can submit a maximum of 3 photographs. These must be high resolution photographs 
(20 x 27 cm A4 sized - 3 million pixels of 150 DPI resolutions). The photos must be taken in the WIO 
region. Entries must also comply with all the entry rules as follows: 

• The photographs in their entirety must be the original work of the entrant
• Photographs that have been entered for or that have won any prize in any other competition 

will not be eligible for entry in this contest. Photos that have been used in publications or 
exhibitions are ineligible.

• The organizers maintain the sole right to select the photos that will be exhibited in South 
Africa.

• WIOMSA reserves the right to use any and all photos submitted for the competition for 
future communications material (printed information material, dissemination of information 
through social media and on the WIOMSA website. 
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